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In His Footsteps: 
Patrick was a humble, pious, gentle man, whose love and total devotion to and trust 
in God should be a shining example to each of us. He feared nothing, not even death, 
so complete was his trust in God, and of the importance of his mission.    
-from Catholic.org 
   

 
  

Links on St. Patrick: 
   

Various Articles on this Saint  
   
St. Patrick for Children  
   

   
   
   

St. Joseph 

Feast Day - March 19 
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Everything we know about the husband of Mary and the foster father of Jesus comes 
from Scripture and that has seemed too little for those who 
made up legends about him. 
  
We know he was a carpenter, a working man, for the 
skeptical Nazarenes ask about Jesus, "Is this not the 
carpenter's son?" (Matthew 13:55). He wasn't rich for when 
he took Jesus to the Temple to be circumcised and Mary to 
be purified he offered the sacrifice of two turtledoves or a 
pair of pigeons, allowed only for those who could not afford 
a lamb (Luke 2:24). 
   
Despite his humble work and means, Joseph came from a 
royal lineage. Luke and Matthew disagree some about the 
details of Joseph's genealogy but they both mark his descent 
from David, the greatest king of Israel (Matthew 1:1-16 and 
Luke 3:23-38). Indeed the angel who first tells Joseph about 

Jesus greets him as "son of David," a royal title used also for Jesus. 
  
We know Joseph was a compassionate, caring man. When he discovered Mary was 
pregnant after they had been betrothed, he knew the child was not his but was as yet 
unaware that she was carrying the Son of God. He planned to divorce Mary 
according to the law but he was concerned for her suffering and safety. He knew that 
women accused to adultery could be stoned to death, so he decided to divorce her 
quietly and not expose her to shame or cruelty (Matthew 1:19-25). 
  
We know Joseph was man of faith, obedient to whatever God asked of him without 
knowing the outcome. When the angel came to Joseph in a dream and told him the 
truth about the child Mary was carrying, Joseph immediately and without question 
or concern for gossip, took Mary as his wife. When the angel came again to tell him 
that his family was in danger, he immediately left everything he owned, all his family 
and friends, and fled to a strange country with his young wife and the baby. He 
waited in Egypt without question until the angel told him it was safe to go back 
(Matthew 2:13-23). 
  
We know Joseph loved Jesus. His one concern was for the safety of this child 
entrusted to him. Not only did he leave his home to protect Jesus, but upon his return 
settled in the obscure town of Nazareth out of fear for his life. When Jesus stayed in 
the Temple we are told Joseph (along with Mary) searched with great anxiety for 
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three days for him (Luke 2:48). We also know that Joseph treated Jesus as his own son 
for over and over the people of Nazareth say of Jesus, "Is this not the son of Joseph?" 
(Luke 4:22) 
  
We know Joseph respected God. He followed God's commands in handling the 
situation with Mary and going to Jerusalem to have Jesus circumcised and Mary 
purified after Jesus' birth. We are told that he took his family to Jerusalem every year 
for Passover, something that could not have been easy for a working man. 
Since Joseph does not appear in Jesus' public life, at his death, or resurrection, many 
historians believe Joseph probably had died before Jesus entered public ministry. 
  
Joseph is the patron of the dying because, assuming he died before Jesus' public life, 
he died with Jesus and Mary close to him, the way we all would like to leave this 
earth. 
  
Joseph is also patron of the universal Church, fathers, carpenters, and social justice. 
  
We celebrate two feast days for Joseph: March 19 for Joseph the Husband of Mary 
and May 1 for Joseph the Worker. 
  
There is much we wish we could know about Joseph -- where and when he was born, 
how he spent his days, when and how he died. But Scripture has left us with the 
most important knowledge: who he was -- "a righteous man" (Matthew 1:18). 
   

In His Footsteps: 
Joseph was foster father to Jesus. There are many children separated from families 
and parents who need foster parents Please consider contacting your local Catholic 
Charities or Division of Family Services about becoming a foster parent. 
  

Prayer: 
Saint Joseph, patron of the universal Church, watch over the Church as carefully as 
you watched over Jesus, help protect it and guide it as you did with your adopted 
son. Amen.   
-from Catholic.org 
   

St. Joseph Sites Online: 
   



29

 
Saint Joseph

St. Joseph Novena  
   
Article on St. Joseph including Lenten Recipes   
   
St. Joseph Table   
   
   

 Good Saint Joseph, pray for us!  
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    Saint 
Joseph, Patron of the Universal 
Church, Pray for us!!!   

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.
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O glorious St. Joseph, to 
you God committed the care of His 
only begotten Son amid the many 
dangers of this world. We come to 
you and ask you to take under your 
special protection 
the children God has given us. 
Through holy baptism they became children of God and members 
of His holy Church. We consecrate them to you today, that 
through this consecration they may become your foster children. 
Guard them, guide their steps in life, form their hearts after the 
hearts of Jesus and Mary. 
 
St. Joseph, who felt the tribulation and worry of a parent when the 
child Jesus was lost, protect our dear children for time and 
eternity. May you be their father and counsellor. Let them, like 
Jesus, grow in age as well as in wisdom and grace before God and 
men. Preserve them from the corruption of his world, and give us 

The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.
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the grace one day to be united with them in Heaven forever. 
Amen.  
  

 

Our 
March 
Calendar  

March 1 
Ash Wednesday 
 
March 5  
Class Meets - 8:30 am and 11:00 am 
 
Class Mass for the 11:00 am Session 

March 7  
Class Meets - 7:00 pm 
 
March 12  
Class Meets - 8:30 am and 11:00 am 
 
Class Mass for the 8:30 am Session 

March 14  
Class Meets - 7:00 pm 
 
 
March 17 
St. Patrick's Feast Day 
Patron of our Parish 
 
March 19 - Sunday 
Class Meets - All students at 11:00 am 
 
Class Mass for the 11:00 am Session 
 
St. Joseph Feast Day - 
St. Joseph's Table after the 10:00 am Mass 

March 21 
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Class Meets - 7:00 pm 

March 26  
Class Meets - 8:30 am and 11:00 am 
 
Class Mass for the 8:30  am Session 

March 28 
Class Meets - 7:00 pm 
  
April 1 
SATURDAY 
Confirmation Retreat 
3:00 pm until 9:00 pm 
All Confirmation Two students meet 
in the gym.  Please turn in permission  
slips if you have not already done so. 
 
April 2 
Class Meets- 8:30 am and 11:00 am 
 
Class Mass for the 11:00 am Session 
  
April 4  
Class Meets - 7:00 pm 

 

 Sacrament Notes 
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a 

 
 

First Communion 
k 
Parent Meeting -Our Communion Parent Meeting was held on Monday, 
February 7th.  We have also scheduled a make-up meeting for those who 
could not attend.  The make-up meeting took place on Sunday, March 5th 
in the chapel.  If you have a child scheduled to receive First Communion 
this year and have not come to either meeting, please contact Miss 
Dillenburg as soon as possible to schedule a meeting.  
a 
The Bread Ceremony will take place on Saturday, April 8th at  
7:00 pm in the school gym.  All First Communicants and their families are 
asked to attend.  Children will be enrolled in the scapular and Fr. Pete will 
bless any religious articles at that time.  

Our Communion Retreat is scheduled for Saturday, May 20th at  
9:00 am.  Students should meet in the Church.  The Retreat ends at noon  
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How Beautiful - Catholic Version 
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a 
 

Confirmation 
k 
Our Confirmation Retreat will be held on Saturday, April 1st from 3:00 pm 
until 9:00 pm.  All Confirmation students should be in the gym by 2:45 
pm.  Attending a Retreat is a requirement of the Diocese of Joliet.  Every 
student must attend in order to receive the Sacrament. 
 
Please see Miss Dillenburg if you have any questions. 

Important Due Dates: 
 
Information Sheets were due February 12th. 
Sponsor Sheets are due March 19th. 
Letters to Fr. Pete are due March 19th. 
Saint Reports are due April 2nd. 
Confirmation Shields are due April 30th. 
 
Please be sure to turn these items in on time. 
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We will be recording heights for our gowns soon, please make sure   
your teen knows his/her exact height and weight.  Thanks!!!  

 

 

 Saint Patrick's Parish 

Holy Week  

  

Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday.  
This is the final week of Jesus' life on earth.  

  
At the beginning of the week, Jesus hears shouts of Hosanna and "Blessed be the one 

who comes in the name of the Lord!" as he enters Jerusalem.  
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At the end of the week, he will hear shouts of  
" Crucify him! Crucify him!"  

  
During this week, Jesus will give us the  Sacrament of Holy Communion, " This is my 

body, this is my blood,  
given and shed for you."  

  
He will be betrayed by a follower and denied by a friend, and it will feel like even God has 

deserted him, "Why, have you forsaken me." Jesus cries from the cross.  
  

This suffering and death of Jesus Christ is for us. 
  

 "Christ never sinned! But God treated him as a sinner, so that Christ could make us 
acceptable to God."  (2 Cor.5:21).  

We are forgiven, saved and redeemed through  
Christ 's sacrifice for us. 

  

 
  

************************************************************************ 
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Palm Sunday - April 9th   
 Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm 

8:00 am, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm   
  

Holy Thursday - April 13th  
7:00 pm Mass 

 
Confessions will be heard from 

8:00 pm - 10:00 pm 
 

Tour of the City Churches 
after the 7:00 pm Mass 

 
Night Prayer at 11:30 pm  

  
Good Friday - April 14th   

12:00 Noon - Spanish Stations  
3:00 pm Good Friday Service - English  

 
5:30 pm Good Friday Service - Spanish  

7:00 pm - English Stations  
  

Holy Saturday - April 15th  
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11:00 am - Blessing of the Easter Baskets 
8:00 pm - Easter Vigil Mass 

(No 3:00 pm Confessions or 4:00 pm Mass)  
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