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  Solemnity of Mary

The Holy Mother of God
 

Wednesday, January 1, 2020
Holy Day of Obligation

Masses:  
Tuesday, 12/31/19, 5:30pm (English) &  7:00 pm (Spanish)

Wednesday, 1/1/20, 9:00 am  (English)



  

 

Happy New Year to all and a blessed feast of the 

Solemnity of Mary,

Mother of God! 

Eight days after the feast of the birth of Christ,  we remember  the Blessed

Virgin Mary by celebrating her divine motherhood. As the Mother of

God, Mary is known as Theotokus, which means the "God-Bearer". It is

fitting to honor Mary as Mother of Jesus, following the birth of Christ.

When Catholics celebrate the Solemnity of Mary Mother of God, we are

not only honoring Mary, who was chosen among all women throughout

history to bear God incarnate, but we are also honoring our Lord, who is

fully God and fully human. Calling Mary "Mother of God" is the highest

honor we can give her.



"Mary, the all-holy ever-virgin Mother of God, is the masterwork of the

mission of the Son and the Spirit in the fullness of time. For the first time

in the plan of salvation and because his Spirit had prepared her, the Father

found the dwelling place where his Son and his Spirit could dwell among

men. In this sense the Church's Tradition has often read the most beautiful

texts on wisdom in relation to Mary. Mary is acclaimed and represented in

the liturgy as the "Seat of Wisdom." ~ Catechism of the Catholic Church
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From -  "catholicfire.blogspot.com"

  

Winter Weather Safety

There are many safety
concerns to be aware of when
winter weather is upon us.  If
we all do our best to follow
the precautions listed below,
it will help keep everyone
safe and sound.

- Please  wear proper
shoes during the winter. 

Accidents happen and in some cases it is due to the shoes we wear........gym
shoes, moccasins, slippers, high heels and some dress shoes don't work
well in snow and ice.

- Please  be ESPECIALLY CAREFUL when crossing the
intersections around our grounds. 

The street is very slippery even after plowing and salting. Someone
crossing the street in the crosswalk must be aware that vehicles may not be
able to stop in ice and snow and they should wait to cross until after a
vehicle stops or after the vehicle passes the intersection.

- Even when the snow is removed and salted, sidewalks
and parking lots can become slippery when the temperature
drops or the wind picks up. 



If the sun comes out and the temperature rises it causes thawing but when
the sun goes down those areas may freeze and become icy quickly even if
salted.

- Please walk carefully and not run..... remind your children of
this.

- Indoor floors can become wet and slippery from many people
bringing snow in the building from their shoes. 

Please  wipe your shoes before entering the building for the safety of
others. All of our buildings have mats at the entrances.

- Approved drop off areas MUST be used and will be monitored
for safety.   
 

Thank you so much for your cooperation in this matter.  We are very
concerned for your safety and that of the children we serve.
 
We have subscribed to REMIND which is a system that can contact many
people via electronic media for emergencies and important information.
We will contact you if classes are canceled due to inclement weather.  We
will also send out an email using Constant Contact. 

Catholic Trivia Challenge



Our students are doing a GREAT job with the Catholic Trivia

Challenge!   That is AWESOME!   Keep going! Students will receive

January's Challenge on Sunday, January 5th.  

 

Here are the answers for December:  







 

Thank you for all those who joined us for our first FLAG
(Families Learning About God) event!!!  Our  

St. Nicholas Celebration and Outreach was wonderful!!!!!
So many families and such fellowship!!!!!!   Our crafts

turned out so beautifully too!!!!  Thank you!  
 

Please let me know if you have not received your  
St. Nicholas photo!!!  We have some in the office waiting

to be sent home.
 









 

Saint Patrick's will take part in a bus trip planned by
Immaculate Conception Church in Morris.  We will

be heading to the March for Life in Chicago.   
 

The information is below.  



 
Please consider joining us for this event!  

Visit the website for March for Life - Chicago!  



Coming to Saint Patrick's this Lent - 
Walk with Jesus through this amazing Bible Study. 

Friday evenings beginning on February 28th.

Please join us!
  

 



  



No Greater Love: A Biblical Walk Through Christ's Passion Trailer | Dr. Edward Sri

Visit the Ascension Press Website
for More Information



We would like Bell choir to  
play before our Religious Education

Masses on Sundays. 
onon

If your child(ren) would like to participate in the Bell Choir
it is not too late - please come and see me in my office for

more information or contact me at julie_a_d@yahoo.com. 
 
 

 

Reconciliation -
  

First Reconciliation on Thursday, January 9th at 7:00 pm
in the Church.  Students and parents should meet in the
church by 6:45 pm.  Children should wear nice dress
clothes. 
 

There will be a reception in the Gym following the
service.
  

First Communion - 
  



First Communion Parent Meeting is scheduled for
Tuesday, February 11th in the Church at 7:00 pm.
  

Confirmation -
  
The initial information form is due February 2nd/4th. 
Please be sure to turn this important information in to your
catechist on that day.

Confirmation Sponsor sheets  are due on February
23rd/25th. 
  

 

 



  

Epiphany House Blessing

 

This blessing of the home and inscription of the initials of the

three Magi above each door can be performed either by a priest

or the father of the family.

 

The feast of manifestation, or Epiphany, is traditionally

celebrated the 12th day after Christmas, January 6th. In the

dioceses of the United States this feast has been moved to the



Sunday between January 2 and January 8 and this year lands on

January 5th.

 

On entering the home,

Leader (Priest, if present, or father of the family) : Peace be to

this house.

 

All: And to all who dwell herein.

 

All: From the east came the Magi to Bethlehem to adore the

Lord; and opening their treasures they offered precious gifts:

gold for the great King, incense for the true God, and myrrh in

symbol of His burial.

 

All Pray: The Magnificat. During the Magnificat, the room is

sprinkled with holy water and incensed. After this is completed,

 

All: From the east came the Magi to Bethlehem to adore the

Lord; and opening their treasures they offered precious gifts:

gold for the great King, incense for the true God, and myrrh in

symbol of His burial.

 

Leader: Our Father. . . And lead us not into temptation

 

All: But deliver us from evil.

 

Leader: All they from Saba shall come

 

All: Bringing gold and frankincense.

 

Leader: O Lord, hear my prayer.

 

All: And let my cry come to You.

 

Leader: Let us pray. O God, who by the guidance of a star didst

on this day manifest Thine only-begotten Son to the Gentiles,



mercifully grant that we who know Thee by faith may also attain

the vision of Thy glorious majesty. Through Christ our Lord.

 

All: Amen.

 

Leader: Be enlightened, be enlightened, O Jerusalem, for thy

light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee-Jesus

Christ born of the Virgin Mary.

 

All: And the Gentiles shall walk in thy light and kings in the

splendor of thy rising, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon

thee.

 

Leader: Let us pray. Bless, O Lord God almighty, this home, that

in it there may be health, purity, the strength of victory, humility,

goodness and mercy, the fulfillment of Thy law, the

thanksgiving to God the Father and to the Son and to the Holy

Spirit. And may this blessing remain upon this home and upon

all who dwell herein. Through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

 

 

After the prayers of the blessing are recited, each room of the

home is sprinkled with Epiphany water and incensed. The initials

of the Magi (Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar) are inscribed upon

the doors with the blessed chalk. (The initials,  

C, M, B, can also be interpreted as the Latin phrase "Christus

mansionem benedicat" which means "Christ bless this house" -

example - 20+C+M+B+20)
 

 



Epiphany Blessing HD

 

 

Check out the following site for some great recipes for

epiphany including KING CAKE!:

 

Catholic Cuisine 

 

Here are some great crafts and activities to help

celebrate this feast.  
                    



 

On January 12th the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the

Baptism of Our Lord. This brings to an end the season of

Christmas. The Church recalls Our Lord's second manifestation

or epiphany which occurred on the occasion of His baptism in

the Jordan. Jesus descended into the River to sanctify its waters

and to give them the power to beget sons of God. The event

takes on the importance of a second creation in which the entire

Trinity intervenes.
 

In the Eastern Church this feast is called Theophany because at

the baptism of Christ in the River Jordan God appeared in three

persons. The baptism of John was a sort of sacramental

preparatory for the Baptism of Christ. It moved men to

sentiments of repentance and induced them to confess their sins.

Christ did not need the baptism of John. Although He appeared

in the "substance of our flesh" and was recognized "outwardly

like unto ourselves", He was absolutely sinless and impeccable.

He conferred upon the water the power of the true Baptism

which would remove all the sins of the world: "Behold the Lamb



of God, behold Him Who takes away the sin of the world."

 

Many of the incidents which accompanied Christ's baptism are

symbolical of what happened at our Baptism. At Christ's baptism

the Holy Spirit descended upon Him; at our Baptism the Trinity

took its abode in our soul. At His baptism Christ was proclaimed

the "Beloved Son" of the Father; at our Baptism we become the

adopted sons of God. At Christ's baptism the heavens were

opened; at our Baptism heaven was opened to us. At His baptism

Jesus prayed; after our Baptism we must pray to avoid actual sin.

  

- Excerpted from Msgr. Rudolph G. Bandas

  

Family Activities for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord can be

found here.

  

Fr. Robert Barron on The Sacrament of Baptism

 

 

Calendar Items for January

January 1 - Wednesday                          
Happy New Year
 



Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God
Holy Day of Obligation
Masses - Tuesday, 12/31/19, 5:30pm (English)  
&  7:00 pm (Spanish)
Wednesday, 1/1/20, 9:00 am  (English)  
 
January 4 - Saturday
Service Opportunity for Confirmation Two Students
Daybreak Shelter on Cass Avenue

5:30 - 7:30 pm 
 

January 5 
Classes Meet
8:30 am and 11:00 am
 
Class Mass B
 
Feast of the Epiphany
Find Readings for the Day Here.
 
January 7                        
Classes Meet 
7:00 pm
 
January 9 - Thursday 
First Reconciliation for all of our
Second Grade and Tutoring Students
7:00 pm in the Church 
 
January 11 - Saturday 
March for Life Chicago!
Bus from St. Pat's leaving at 7:30 am 
 
January 12                     
Classes Meet 
8:30 am and 11:00 am



 
Class Mass A  

 

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
Find Readings for the Day Here.
 

 
January 14  
Classes Meet 
7:00 pm

                                        
January 19  
No Regular Classes  
Parent Conferences for the 8:30 Session
in the Gym 

January 21 
No Regular Classes 
Parent Conferences for the Tuesday, 7:00 pm Session
in the classrooms
 
January 26
No Regular Classes
Parent Conferences for the 11:00 am Session in the
Gym
 
January 28
No Regular Classes for the Tuesday Session
 
Confirmation Sponsor Meeting at  
7:00 pm in the Church
         



Visit our  website for more information.

May God bless you in this new year!  
Saint Patrick's Religious Education Staff


