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The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord
February 2, 2020

In Luke’s account, Jesus was welcomed in the temple by two
elderly people, Simeon and the widow Anna. They embody Israel
in their patient expectation; they acknowledge the infant Jesus as

the long-awaited Messiah. Early references to the Roman feast dub
it the feast of Saint Simeon, the old man who burst into a song of

joy which the Church still sings at day’s end.
from franciscanmedia.com

Find the readings here.



Candlemas: The Feast of Light and Hope

This Sunday, February 2, the Church celebrates the Feast of the
Presentation of the Lord, forty days after Christmas. In the 1962
Extraordinary Form Calendar the feast is the “Purification of the Blessed Virgin
Mary” and commonly referred to as Candlemas. In the current calendar this
Sunday would normally be the 4th week of the Ordinary Time, but the
General Norms of the Liturgical Year and Calendar specifies that
Feasts of Our Lord that fall in the General Roman Calendar take precedence
over the Sundays in Ordinary Time.

This is considered a “Christmas feast,” even though it is not part of the
Christmas season. This the last feast of the liturgical calendar that we
commemorate Christ still as an infant child.

Candlemas is an ancient feast that has developed over the centuries. In the
early Church’s liturgy, January 6 was a combined feast with Christmas,
Epiphany and the Baptism of the Lord, with February 14 being the date for
forty days after January 6. The famous pilgrim Egeria who traveled to the Holy
Land between 381 and 384 AD. recorded the feast of the Presentation on the
14th. I do wonder if our modern St. Valentine’s Day might have originally been
an offshoot of Candlemas falling on this date?

Another development is the color of vestments. In both forms the priests wear
white, but before 1960 the priest would wear black, and then later violet
vestments for the Candle blessing and lighting procession. Pope Benedict (then
Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger) explains in his Seek That Which is Above:
Meditations Through the Year:

In Rome this candle-lit procession supplanted a rowdy, dissolute carnival, the
so-called Amburbale, which had survived from paganism right into Christian
times. The pagan procession had magical features: it was supposed to effect the
purification of the city and the repelling of evil powers.... Thus the element of
encounter, again, was evident in this procession: the pagan world’s wild cry for
purification, liberation, deliverance from dark powers, meets the “light to
enlighten the Gentiles,” the mild and humble light of Jesus Christ. The failing
(and yet still active) aeon of a foul, chaotic enslaved and enslaving world
encounters the purifying power of the Christian message (pp. 26-27).

The liturgy focuses on the meeting of Christ with the elderly Simeon. With
Simeon we rest our hope in the Lord. The Gospel includes the beautiful
Canticle of Simeon, Nunc Dimittis, which is said at the Church’s Night Prayer
or Compline. It the shortest of the canticles of the Breviary, but my personal
favorite:

Lord, now you let your servant go in peace;
your word has been fulfilled:
my own eyes have seen the salvation
which you have prepared in the sight of every people:
a light to reveal you to the nations



and the glory of your people Israel.

Read the rest of this article  here.

Candlemas Craft Ideas

"At our house we always love to
celebrate a feast day with a fun craft!
Because Candlemas is traditionally
celebrated with candles, , my first
craft idea is to actually make a candle
craft with kids! That does not mean
you need to make actual candles
(although you could) but even a
simple paper craft can make this a
really fun feast day celebration! Be
sure to check out my round up of
candle crafts here– I have crafts
for all ages and abilities listed.

I have another post with a
Candlemas craftivity idea as well!
You craft a roll of coins into a candle,
then go to mass and leave it in the
collection basket. This is a super great
way to make an activity meaningful
for Candlemas and then you don’t
have a craft laying around the house
because it’s in the collection basket."

See all the ideas here: catholicicing.com

St. Blaise and the Blessing of Throats - February 3rd

Saint Blaise was the bishop of Sebastea and
a doctor. The first known record of the
saint's life comes from the medical writings
of Aëtius Amidenus, where he is recorded
as helping with patients suffering from
objects stuck in their throat. Many of the
miraculous aspects of St. Blaise's life are
written of 400 years after his martyrdom in
the "Acts of St. Blaise."

Saint Blaise is believed to begin as a healer
then, eventually, became a "physician of
souls." He then retired to a cave, where he
remained in prayer. People often turned to
Saint Blaise for healing miracles.



In 316, the governor of Cappadocia and of
Lesser Armenia, Agricola, arrested then-
bishop Blaise for being a Christian. On their
way to the jail, a woman set her only son,
who was chocking to death on a fish bone,
at his feet.

Blaise cured the child, and though Agricola
was amazed, he could not get Blaise to
renounce his faith. Therefore, Agricola beat
Blaise with a stick and tore at his flesh with
iron combs before beheading him.

READ MORE

The blessing of throats traces back
to the 8th century. This blessing is
from the 1964 Roman Ritual
translated by Philip T. Weller. The
candles used needed this blessing
preceding the blessing of the
throats.

This is one of the most popular
blessings from the Ritual. St.

Blaise was bishop of Sebaste in Cappadocia, and was martyred by beheading
about A.D. 316. Not much more can be affirmed of him with any degree of
historical accuracy, but legends about him are numerous. One day--so goes the
legend--Blaise met a poor woman whose only pig had been snatched up in the
fangs of a wolf but at the command of the bishop the wolf restored the pig alive
to its owner. The woman did not forget the favor, for later, when the bishop
was languishing in prison, she brought him tapers to dispel the darkness and
gloom. To this story may be attributed the practice of using lighted candles in
bestowing the blessing of St. Blaise. While in prison he performed a wonderful
cure on a boy who had a fishbone lodged in his throat and who was in danger of
choking to death. From this account we have the longtime custom of invoking
the Saint for all kinds of throat trouble.

Prayer:
After blessing the candles on the feast of St. Blaise , the priest holds two candles
fastened like a cross to the throat of the person kneeling before
him, and says:

By the intercession of St. Blaise, bishop and martyr, may God
deliver you from every malady of the throat, and from every
possible mishap; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of
the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.



Prayer Source: Roman Ritual, The, Complete Edition by Philip T. Weller, S.T.D., The Bruce Publishing

Company, Milwaukee, WI, 1964

CALENDAR of EVENTS

February 2nd
Class Meets
8:30 AM and 11:00 AM

Class Mass B

Confirmation Information Form Due

New February Catholic Trivia Challenge Distributed

February 4th
Class Meets
7:00 PM

Confirmation Information Form Due

February 9th
Class Meets
8:30 AM and 11:00 AM

Class Mass A

February 11th
Class Meets
7:00 PM



First Communion Parent Meeting
7:00 PM in the Church
All parents of our Second Graders and Tutoring
students need to attend.

February 16th
Class Meets
8:30 AM and 11:00 AM

Class Mass B

February 18th
Class Meets
7:00 PM

February 23rd
Class Meets
8:30 AM and 11:00 AM

Confirmation Sponsor Form Due

Class Mass A

February 25th
Class Meets
7:00 PM

Confirmation Sponsor Form Due

February 26th
ASH WEDNESDAY - Beginning of Lent
Mass times:
Mass in English at 7:30 AM
Prayer Service at 5:00 PM
Misa en Español a las 7:00 de la tarde.

February 29th
Confirmation Two Service Project
Hopkins Park

Lenten Mission Speaker
Deacon Dominic
Diabolical Activity and the Church
5:45 PM in the Gymnasium

Saint Valentine - February 14th

Saint Valentine, officially known as Saint
Valentine of Rome, is a third-century Roman
saint widely celebrated on February 14 and



commonly associated with "courtly love."

Although not much of St. Valentine's life is
reliably known, and whether or not the stories
involve two different saints by the same name is
also not officially decided, it is highly agreed that
St. Valentine was martyred and then buried on
the Via Flaminia to the north of Rome.

In 1969, the Roman Catholic Church removed St.
Valentine from the General Roman Calendar,
because so little is known about him. However,
the church still recognizes him as a saint, listing
him in the February 14 spot of Roman
Martyrolgy.

The legends attributed to the mysterious saint are
as inconsistent as the actual identification of the

man.

One common story about St. Valentine is that in one point of his life, as the
former Bishop of Terni, Narnia and Amelia, he was on house arrest with Judge
Asterius. While discussing religion and faith with the Judge, Valentine pledged
the validity of Jesus. The judge immediately put Valentine and his faith to the
test.

St. Valentine was presented with the judge's blind daughter and told to restore
her sight. If he succeeded, the judge vowed to do anything for Valentine.
Placing his hands onto her eyes, Valentine restored the child's vision.
Judge Asterius was humbled and obeyed Valentine's requests. Asterius broke
all the idols around his house, fasted for three days and became baptized, along
with his family and entire 44 member household. The now faithful judge then
freed all of his Christian inmates.

St. Valentine was later arrested again for continuing to try to convert people to
Christianity. He was sent to Rome under the emperor Claudius Gothicus
(Claudius II). According to the popular hagiographical identity, and what is
believed to be the first representation of St. Valentine, the Nuremberg
Chronicle, St. Valentine was a Roman priest martyred during Claudius' reign.
The story tells that St. Valentine was imprisoned for marrying Christian couples
and aiding Christians being persecuted by Claudius in Rome. Both acts were
considered serious crimes. A relationship between the saint and emperor began
to grow, until Valentine attempted to convince Claudius of Christianity.
Claudius became raged and sentenced Valentine to death, commanding him to
renounce his faith or be beaten with clubs and beheaded.

Read More







SACRAMENT INFORMATION

Holy Communion

First Communion Parent Meeting

Tuesday, February 11th
7:00 PM
In the Church

Fr. Arty will be speaking on the
sacrament.

Confirmation

We have received our Confirmation
date!!!!

Confirmation at Saint Patrick's will
take place on Saturday, May 30th at
the 4:00 pm Mass.

The Holy Season of Lent





During Lent, we are asked to devote
ourselves to seeking the Lord in prayer and
reading Scripture, to service by giving
alms, and to practice self-control through
fasting. Many know of the tradition of
abstaining from meat on Fridays during
Lent, but we are also called to practice self-
discipline and fast in other ways
throughout the season. Contemplate the
meaning and origins of the Lenten fasting
tradition in this reflection.

The Scriptural Way of the Cross was first
introduced by Pope John Paul II. This
unique version can be used during this
season of fasting, prayer and alms-giving. It
features reflections on global and national
issues that we can all be praying for and
images from the Catholic Campaign for
Human Development's Multimedia Youth
Contest. Please use this for your own
personal reflection, or with your parish,
your school, your CCD class and friends.

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are
obligatory days of fasting and abstinence
for Catholics. In addition, Fridays during
Lent are obligatory days of abstinence.
For members of the Latin Catholic Church,
the norms on fasting are obligatory from
age 18 until age 59. When fasting, a person
is permitted to eat one full meal, as well as
two smaller meals that together are not
equal to a full meal. The norms concerning
abstinence from meat are binding upon
members of the Latin Catholic Church from
age 14 onwards.

The foundational call of Christians to
charity is a frequent theme of the
Gospels. During Lent, we are asked to focus
more intently on "almsgiving," which
means donating money or goods to the
poor and performing other acts of
charity. As one of the three pillars of
Lenten practice, almsgiving is "a witness to
fraternal charity" and "a work of justice
pleasing to God." (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, no. 2462). 

Information for Lent was found at the Unite States Council of Catholic Bishop's website. You can find



it here.

Lenten FLAG DAY

Parents,



This year we are asking you to attend class with
your child(ren) on three different class dates -
in Advent on December 8th, in Lent on March
15th and in May for our awesome Catholic
Trivia Event!!! The first of these was our
St. Nicholas Outreach - a Special Advent
Gathering - which was wonderful!!!! Thank you
to all those who attended!!!

Our second in in Lent. The information is below. We will send out RSVPs so we
know how many ingredients to buy for our pretzels and how many jelly beans
we will need as well. Please join us! It is a wonderful way to walk with Jesus
during this holy season of Lent!!!!



PARISH EVENTS



Lenten Bible Study - Beginning on Friday, March 6th

In this study, Catholics discover...
The Biblical background to each scene in Christ's passion.
What was Jesus going through at each moment?
How did the Old Testament foretell of Christ’s death?



Why did Christ die for us? What did it accomplish?
What was the meaning behind of the tearing of the temple veil, the
crowning with thorns, and other events during Christ’s Passion?

Edward Sri also unpacks commonly misunderstood
sayings of Jesus, such as...

“Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass?”—Was Jesus thinking of
backing out at the last minute?
“My God, my God why have you abandoned me?”—Was Jesus really
abandoned by the Father on the cross?
“You have said so.”—What does that mean?





PAINT EVENT - March 26, 2020

6:00 PM in the Saint Columba Room

No experience necessary!!!

Have you always wanted to try a paint event? Come and have fun
with this AWESOME Easter painting!! It is easy and everything you
need is provided! You can personalize it with family names or just
paint it as is! It is totally up to you!!! And the best part???? All this
fun will also be helping to raise money for our Religious Education
and Faith Formation programs!!

Come and join us!!!!!





CATHOLIC TRIVIA CHALLENGE

Our Catholic Trivia Challenge for
February will go home on Sunday,
February 2nd or Tuesday, February 4th.

All students who turn in the completed
Challenge are given a candy treat. Those
students who get 100% on the Challenge
receive a prize and a certificate!!





A few reminders for this month....



Please pay the remaining
balance on your tuition

before the end of February.

Thank you to all the parents
who attended out Parent
Conferences!!! We had a
wonderful turn out! God

bless you!


