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MAINTENANCE

Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Friday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Monday
12:00 p.m. in Spanish
Tuesday - Friday
7:30 a.m. in English
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. in Spanish
Saturday Vigil Mass
4:00 p.m. in English
Sunday Masses
8:00 & 10:00 a.m. in English
Sunday Mass in Spanish at 12:15 p.m.
12:15 p.m. Misa en Español
Monday - Friday

FIND US ON THE

8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
AT

Wednesdays
Saturdays

3:00 - 4:00 p.m. & 7:30 - 8:00 p.m.
3:15 - 3:45 p.m. or by appointment

Sunday Early Session
8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Late Session
11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday Confirmation Classes 7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.
Please call the Parish Office for more information. English baptisms
normally are held on the 3rd Saturday of the month at noon.
Please call the office before setting a date for your wedding. The
diocese requires a six month preparation prior to the wedding.
Call the Office if you know of someone in need of the Sacrament.

Contact the Parish Office before placing any obituary notices.
Registration Forms are located in the Parish Office or in Church.
OR ON

AT

815-727-4746 ext. 41

My dear family of St. Patrick!
So here is my farewell, NOW! I don’t intend to use the word “final” in this farewell! I truly mean what I
say: I hope to return, God-willing!! I have been so blessed to be here with you these three months, and St. Patrick’s, although not my first love (my first assignment as a priest), it really and truly has a very, very special place
in my heart!!! And always will!!! I don’t know how better to share with you my feelings.
Now one thing I absorbed deeply in my time on sabbatical before I began serving as your pastor, was the
spiritual practice of “Ignatian indifference.” From as far as I can remember, I never liked the word “indifference.”
And when spiritual writers like Meister Eckart or others would use this term, it always left a sour feeling in my
mind and heart… but not anymore! Ever since my 30-day retreat in Loiola, Spain — where St. Ignatius was born,
by the way, on October 23, 1491, but especially where he was “reborn” and truly experienced a deep “conversion
of heart” while recuperating at home from a serious injury as a soldier in the Battle of Pamplona (May, 1521) —
ever since my retreat there in Loiola in August, 2018, I love and embrace the attitude of St. Ignatius’
“indifference.” It is an uncaring of sorts, yes, but really it’s about PRIORITIZING God above all things; and what
we experience in this life, good or bad, doesn’t really matter!
That’s a powerful belief if you accept it — so it doesn’t matter if you’re rich or poor, if you’re healthy or
sick, if you’re young or old, if you’ve given birth or lost a child, if you’re sent to St. Patrick’s or St. Matthew’s,
ALL things are relative to DOING GOD’S WILL above all else at every moment and in every circumstance, and
asking God to keep that focus strong no matter what is going around inside me or around me. So even though I
have strong desires and a love for St. Patrick’s, and yes, much sadness that I have to go, God’s will to me is clear,
and He is calling me to St. Matthew’s because, you see, for me as a diocesan priest, the call of the Lord Jesus
comes through the mind, heart, and voice of my Bishop. There is great peace (shalom) in lovingly following this
call, although it involves change, adaptation, movement, reflection, decisiveness, obedience, and trust. My prayer
for myself and all of you and all of us is to let us all live in intimate relationship with the Lord in this way! And
within this attitude, I even find joy in the midst of moving, believe it or not!
So why am I moving? That is a very PARTICULAR question in a very PARTICULAR situation. Why
priests move is a discussion we could have forever! But why in this PARTICULAR situation, the answer, at the
end of the analysis, comes down to the sadness of the sexual abuse tragedy in which we are all embroiled. The previous pastor of St. Matthew’s was removed from ministry toward the end of 2018 due to a credible allegation of
sexual misconduct with a minor made against him while serving the Diocese of Joliet. The determination of credible allegation is the outcome of the diocesan review process and not to be interpreted as a legal judgement. At the
end of the day, THAT is the reason I am moving, because a void was left in another part of the family, and the
Bishop needed to consult with those who advise him and, of course, with our Lord Jesus Himself, and take care of
that part of our Catholic family. These are realities, and they bring to mind and heart the truth of our broken world
which enters into our Church family, too, of course!
Our Holy Father Pope Francis encouraged our United States bishops to gather together, which they did at
the beginning of this new year 2019 at my Alma Mater, the University of St. Mary of the Lake in Mundelein, IL —
the place I graduated from in 1997 and which prepared me for ordination to the priesthood that same year, 21½
years ago! They gathered in prayer and unity for seven days at the invitation and encouragement of Pope Francis,
from January 2nd to the 8th, as brothers in the Episcopacy. Our bishops gathered there to pray and seriously consider what steps the Lord is calling them to for the future health of our Church here in the United States, after the
crimes, sins, sexual abuse, and scandals that have persisted in our church for decades.
I admit it is sad for me to write about these terrible and tragic things. I hope this feeling of being downcast
is like the feeling which the two disciples walking downcast back to their homes in Emmaus felt, a feeling that Jesus Himself transformed as He walked with them on their long road back home, explaining why the Messiah had to
suffer, bringing some sense and hope back to the disciples’ depressed spirits, lifting them to recognize Him alive
and incredibly well, so much so that they felt their hearts burning within them as He spoke to them on the way and
opened the scriptures to them. Lord Jesus, walk with us, every single step of the Way!!!
In the loving Hearts of Jesus and Mary, and in the unity of the Holy Spirit of love,
Fr. Gregor

First Reading — Rejoicing in the LORD must be
your strength (Nehemiah 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10).
Psalm — Your words, Lord, are Spirit and life
(Psalm 19).
Second Reading — In one Spirit we were all baptized into one body (1 Corinthians 12:12-30 [12-14,
27]).
Gospel — The Spirit of the Lord has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives (Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21).

For those who made monetary contributions to the parish last year or for those who requested their
,
you can now pick them up in the sacristy this
weekend or in the parish office during the week.
If you still wish to receive your 2018 Contribution Statement and your envelope is not provided, please contact the parish office.

Monday:
Tuesday:

Heb 9:15, 24-28; Ps 98:1-6; Mk 3:22-30
Heb 10:1-10; Ps 40:2, 4ab, 7-8a, 10, 11;
Mk 3:31-35
Wednesday: Heb 10:11-18; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 4:1-20
Thursday: Heb 10:19-25; Ps 24:1-6; Mk 4:21-25
Friday:
Heb 10:32-39; Ps 37:3-6, 23-24, 39-40;
Mk 4:26-34
Saturday: Mal 3:1-4; Ps 24:7-10; Heb 2:14-18;
Lk 2:22-40 [22-32]
Sunday:
Jer 1:4-5, 17-19; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17;
1 Cor 12:31 — 13:13 [13:4-13]; Lk 4:21-30

Time, Talent
and Treasure
THE COLLECTION FOR
JANUARY 19-20 WILL BE LISTED
NEXT WEEK
Please remember St. Patrick’s
in your Will or Estate Planning
… and thank you for your continued support

POPE FRANCIS TWEET FOR THE WEEK: Go out to meet Jesus, spend time with Him
in prayer, and entrust your whole life to His merciful love

Ministry Schedule for February 2-3, 2019
4:00 PM

8:00 AM

Altar Servers

Lector

Greeters

Eucharistic Ministers

One Needed

Cindy Pillion

Three Needed

Dc Paul Kolodziej

Altar Servers

Lector

Greeters

Eucharistic Ministers

Emily Schroeder

Lynn Michels

Lynn Michels

Kathy Wilhelmi

Kathy Wilhelmi
10:00
AM

Altar Servers

Lector

Greeters

Eucharistic Ministers

Oscar Mancera

Dave Mikos

RE Students

Dc. Darrell Kelsey

Nomar Martin

Todd Bly

Christian Mikos

Kyle Hoffman



Spiritual Direction is time spent with a trained
listener. Someone who can help us better understand our own story and where God has been
present to us through the events of our lives.
The true Director of our Spirituality is the Holy
Spirit; God himself. But a trained confidential ear
can be invaluable as we seek out the answers
that only God can provide. Have you ever wondered where God was in your day, your week , or
life? Have you ever tried to discern what God’s
plan for your life is? Have you ever tried to make
sense out of an event in your life, and ask why
did this happen? Spiritual Directors do not give
you the answers but help you experience the answers as the Holy Spirit reveals them to you.
We all have a Spirituality, it is a gift from God, it
is present to us whether we pay attention to it or
not. It burns within each of us like a flame that
burns for God. It is through our Spirituality that
we come to know God at home in our heart. It is
through our Spirituality that we respond to that
love, as we reach out to those in need around us.
Spiritual Direction helps us to navigate through
this land of Spirituality, not by showing you the
well-traveled path but by helping you discover
your own way, as you come to recognize the
signs God has place out for you to discover along
the way.

Spiritual Directors meet with directees usually
once every 4 to 6 weeks
for about an hour. A free
will donation is asked for
each session, but other
arrangements can be
made. For further information please contact
Deacon Darrell Kelsey at
 (708) 990-2689 or deacondek@att.net.

Please call this number for assistance and someone will return the call within
24 hours. All calls and visits are confidential.
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL MEETINGS ARE HELD
THE FIRST MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH AT
6:30 P.M. IN THE CHURCH BUILDING.

Let Us Pray for Those from St. Patrick’s
Who Protect Us in the Armed Forces
United States Marine Corps

Ret. Col. Timothy
Tocwish
David Gomez

James Hall
Robert Dale Bailey
Devon McKeown

United States Navy

Cody Hakey
Christopher Johnson

Paul Lyne
Brian Marincic

United States Army

David Conner
Donald Erickson
Kristine Erickson
Boyan Golden
James Johnson
David Lapello

Roger Lonergan
Michael Moore
Brian Zoleske
Alex Valtierra
David Krueger

United States Air Force

David Halbur
Sean Robert Kinney

Jerome Lavely
James Steffen

For more information, please
call  (815) 727-4746. Those in need of food
must live in the 60436 Zip Code.

Widowed and feeling stuck?
Come and find ways to move toward
inner peace and new hope in life.
Joyful Again! Widowed
Ministry Program presents a
Retreat/workshop for men& women
March 9 &10, 2019 (Incl. overnight)
at the Mt. Assisi Center, Lemont

To register call: 708-354-7211.
e-mail us at joyfulagain7211@gmail.com
website: www.joyfulagain.org (incls.video)

Prayers of the Faithful
May we strive to provide Signs of Hope to those
most in need through our generous support of
the 2019 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal.
We pray to the Lord.

the
ing this event next weekend.

.
Much thanks to
for sponsor-

El día 3 de febrero se celebra entre misas, mariachis, fuegos artificiales y muchas expresiones de religiosidad popular, la fiesta de Nuestra Señora de la
Concepción de Suyapa en Honduras. Fue un sábado
del mes de febrero, cuando Alejandro Colindres, un
joven humilde labrador, y Jorge Martínez, un niño
de ocho años, la encontraron.
Según la tradición estos llegaron cansados a la
quebrada del Piligüín. Acostándose sobre el suelo,
Alejandro sintió lo que le parecía una piedra en su
espalda. Por más que intentaba arrojarla lejos, cuando se acostaba sentía la misma piedra. Por fin en
lugar de tirarla, la puso en su mochila y al amanecer
descubrió que no era piedra sino una pequeña imagen de María (6.5 cm.) con rostro indígena tallada
en madera.
En 1780 se le construyó un templo y en 1796
se registró su primer milagro. El Papa Pío XII la
proclamó Patrona de la República de Honduras en
1925. En las advocaciones latinoamericanas ella es
nombrada como la fortaleza de los humildes.Fray
Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.
EL TIEMPO

12:00 p.m. los Lunes
7:00 p.m. los Miércoles
12:15 p.m. los Domingos

refería solamente a los próximos trescientos sesenta
y cinco días cuando hablaba a la gente en ese tiempo.
El anuncio de la “llegada” de la gracia de Dios lo
hizo Jesús para todos los tiempos, para cada año. De
manera similar, leemos hoy en Nehemías cómo la
gente se reunía con solemnidad a escuchar la Palabra de Dios como si fuera la primera vez. Escuchaban y luego se postraban con el rostro en la tierra y
lloraban. Pero el profeta decía: “Este día está dedicado al Señor… no estén tristes”.
El “año de la gracia del Señor” es este año. El día
“dedicado al Señor” es hoy. El tiempo de escuchar es
ahora. ¿Qué clase de año tendrás? ¿Qué clase de día?
La ayuda de Dios siempre está aquí. Lo que haces
cada día será santo y aceptable al Señor solamente si
escuchas y practicas la palabra de Dios.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Los días de fiesta ya pasaron, el año se nos viene
encima. ¿Y qué clase de año será? De acuerdo con las
palabras de Jesús en el Evangelio de hoy, será “el año
de la gracia del Señor”. Y Jesús con seguridad no se

Primera lectura — Esdras leyó el libro de la ley de
Dios ante la asamblea reunida (Nehemías 8:2-4a, 56, 8-10).
Salmo — Tú tienes, Señor, palabras de vida eterna
(Salmo 19 [18]).
Segunda lectura — Del mismo modo que el cuerpo
con sus muchas partes forma un solo cuerpo, así
también Cristo (1 Corintios 12:12-30).
Evangelio — Jesús leyó del profeta Isaías y declara
que en su propia persona se cumple la profecía
(Lucas 1:1-4; 4:14-21).

Lunes:
Martes:

Heb 9:15, 24-28; Sal 98:1-6; Mc 3:22-30
Heb 10:1-10; Sal 40:2, 4ab, 7-8a, 10, 11;
Mc 3:31-35
Miércoles:
Heb 10:11-18; Sal 110:1-4; Mc 4:1-20
Jueves: Heb 10:19-25; Sal 24:1-6; Mc 4:21-25
Viernes: Heb 10:32-39; Sal 37:3-6, 23-24, 39-40;
Mc 4:26-34
Sábado: Mal 3:1-4; Sal 24 (23):7-10; Heb 2:14-18;
Lc 2:22-40 [22-32]
Domingo: Jer 1:4-5, 17-19; Sal 71 (70):1-6, 15, 17;
1 Cor 12:31 — 13:13 [13:4-13]; Lc 4:21-30
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4:00 p.m. † Lucille T. Kararo (Hakey Family)
8:00 a.m. † Joseph DiDiovanni (Mr. & Mrs. D. Bauer)
10:00 a.m. The Parishioners of St. Patrick’s Church
12:15 p.m. † Teresa Lara de Trejo (Family)
ADORATION CHAPEL OPEN MON-FRI 8:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M.
THE ROSARY IS PRAYED MONDAY-FRIDAY AT 12:00 NOON
AND THURSDAYS AFTER THE 7:30 A.M. MASS

12:00 p.m. † Teresa Lara de Trejo (Family)

Jeanine Acuff, Joan B annon,
Alejandra Becerra, Virginia Borio,
Ann Buldak, Darlene & Ed Bull,
Jr., Frank Butera, Mike Chavez,
Richard Delaney, Deacon Felix
Dominguez, Richard Duke, Russ
Gable, Chris & Dan Green, Fran Hakey,
Don & Rich Jankowski, James Johnston,
Bianey Liera, Dan Maher, Sandy Martinez,
Lisa Nussbaum, Eleanor Orr, Brenda Perez,
Deacon Chuck Peterson, John & Jean
Roach, Enedina Salazar, Diane Schroeder,
William Shega, Bernie Spieler, Carolynn
Tocwish

7:30 a.m. Fr. Gregor & The Parishioners of St. Pat’s
(Barb Sanders)
7:00 p.m. Holy Hour with Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament

(Barb
Check it out at www.afc.org!

7:30 a.m. † John P. Schreiber (Mr. & Mrs. Tocwish)
7:00 p.m. Spanish Mass †
7:30 a.m. Sanders Family (Barb Sanders)

4:00 p.m. The Parishioners of St. Patrick’s Church

7:30 a.m. Anica Zalik
7:00 p.m. Spanish Holy Hour - Círculo de Oración

8:00 a.m. † Allen Schreiber (Dan Schreiber)
10:00 a.m. † Aldo, Gumildo & Aristeo Rangel
12:15 p.m. † Teresa Lara de Trejo (Family)

consists of a group of people who pray as a
family from their homes. If you would like to be included as part of our Saint Patrick Prayer Line
Link, please contact Lynn Michels at  (815) 729-4220, Jean Roach at  (815) 729-4371 or Sue
Ruettiger at  (815) 729-4497. Para dejar un mensaje sobre los enfermos o difuntos de su familia,
llame a la oficina al  (815) 727-4746 or email stpatrectory0710@sbcglobal.net .

@ In Memoriam @
January 30, 1886 - Rev. Walter H. Power
Sixth Pastor of St. Patrick’s Church (1869-1886)

January 31, 1999 - Floyd Bianchi
February 1, 1995 - John Hutton
February 2, 1998 - Deacon Vincent Rizzo
February 2, 2010 - Sheila Kelly
February 3, 2006 - Stanley Ksiazak
February 3, 2011 - Rev. Gordon Mahoney

February 3, 2013 - Gladys McGrath
February 3, 2014 - Sonovio Benavides
February 4, 1994 - Francis Rogan
February 4, 1998 - George Lievens
February 4, 2003 - Alta Hebling
February 4, 2003 - Mildred Schneidereit

