THE FIRST PARISH OF THE JOLIET DIOCESE (ESTABLISHED 1838)
710 WEST MARION STREET ~ JOLIET, IL 60436-1598


(815) 727-4746 ~ FAX  (815) 727-4798 ~

December 29-30, 2018: The Solemnity of The Holy Family

Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Friday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Monday
12:00 p.m. in Spanish
Tuesday - Friday
7:30 a.m. in English
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. in Spanish
Saturday Vigil Mass
4:00 p.m. in English
Sunday Masses
8:00 & 10:00 a.m. in English
Sunday Mass in Spanish at 12:15 p.m.
Monday - Friday

FIND US ON THE

8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

AT

Wednesdays
Saturdays

3:00 - 4:00 p.m. & 7:30 - 8:00 p.m.
3:15 - 3:45 p.m. or by appointment

Sunday Early Session
8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Late Session
11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday Confirmation Classes 7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.
Please call the Parish Office for more information. English baptisms
normally are held on the 3rd Saturday of the month at noon.
Please call the office before setting a date for your wedding. The
diocese requires a six month preparation prior to the wedding.
Call the Office if you know of someone in need of the Sacrament.

Contact the Parish Office before placing any obituary notices.
Registration Forms are located in the Parish Office or in Church.
OR ON

AT

815-727-4746 ext. 41

My dear family of St. Patrick!
On this feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, in this most beautiful sacred time of the Octave of Christmas, I would like to continue to offer some reflections, teaching, and wisdom regarding Mass intentions, as I have over the past few weeks. Last week, you might recall, I mentioned that when a priest celebrates
Mass each day, he offers each celebration of the Eucharist for a particular person, or intention. By doing so he applies special graces from God upon that person or intention. Similar to how we are able to intercede for others by
our personal prayers, the Church is able to intercede for us through the celebration of the Mass. However, since the
Eucharist is the “source and summit of the Christian life” and of all Christian activities, the Mass possesses a
power that our personal prayers do not.
As I mentioned last week, this practice of offering Mass for particular intentions is an ancient one, dating
back to the early Church. Fr. William Saunders explains, “Inscriptions discovered on tombs in Roman catacombs
of the second century [give] evidence [for] this practice: for example, the epitaph on the tomb of Abercius (d. 180),
Bishop of Hieropolis in Phrygia, begs for prayers for the repose of his soul. Tertullian (c. 200) attested to observing
the anniversary of a spouse with prayers and sacrifices, i.e. the Mass.” This tradition is also seen in St. Augustine’s
Confessions (c. 397), where St. Monica, his mother, asks her son Augustine, “One thing only I ask you, that you
remember me at the altar of the Lord.”
Current Canon Law confirms this practice and states, “In accord with the approved practice of the Church,
any priest celebrating or concelebrating is permitted to receive an offering to apply the Mass for a specific intention” (Can. 945 §1). Furthermore, it continues by saying, “The Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the
Mass for their intention contribute to the good of the Church and by that offering share its concern to support its
ministers and works” (c. 945 §2).
Upon hearing about this practice of monetary offerings given for Mass intentions, many people are tempted
to think it is the selling of sacred things for money (the technical term is “simony”). However, the Baltimore Catechism explains, “It is not simony, or the buying of a sacred thing, to offer the priest money for saying Mass for our
intention, because the priest does not take the money for the Mass itself, but for the purpose of supplying the things
necessary for Mass and for his own support.” While it is true that this custom has been abused in the past, the
Church lays out specific rules regarding the money paid for Mass intentions. Each council of bishops determines
the amount acceptable for the region, but the priest will offer a Mass for an intention even if someone doesn’t have
the money for it. In many places the donation for a Mass intention is $10, as it is here in the Diocese of Joliet. In
particular, here is the guideline and current policy law that governs Mass intentions (also called Mass stipends) specifically here in our Diocese: it is taken from the Pastoral Policies Handbook #11-01, which states, “Priests are paid
$300 per month from the general fund in lieu of stipends. All Mass stipends received go directly to the parish/
institution which provides the $300. Offerings made on All Souls Day, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, etc. are to go
to the parish, not the priest. The offering for a Mass is not to exceed $10.00.” The important part is to remember
that you are not paying for the graces from God (which are of infinite value and cannot be paid for), but for the material things that are involved with celebrating that particular Mass. With that in mind it makes much more sense
and is not something that should cause scandal.
Sometimes, more people request Mass intentions at which they desire to assist than is compatible with parish schedules, a situation ever more common due to the lack of priests. To address this desire, the Holy See has
authorized bishops to allow the celebration of Masses with several intentions. These “cumulative” Masses should
not be daily practice, but are rather governed by their own set of guidelines, rules and laws. The priest who celebrates such a Mass may retain only one stipend and must dedicate the others to the cause determined by the bishop.
But more on this in a future bulletin article.
Pope Paul VI — now SAINT Paul VI — said, “The Mass is the most perfect form of prayer!” It has immense power and countless miracles and conversions have occurred throughout the centuries by offering Masses for
a specific intention or person. Mass intentions are a great treasure of the Church and have a spiritual weight that is
incalculable.
…. more on Mass intentions in upcoming weeks and future bulletins, so STAY TUNED! …
In the loving Hearts of Jesus and Mary and Joseph, Fr. Gregor

First Reading — Hannah conceived, and at the end of
her term bore a son whom she called Samuel (1 Samuel
1:20-22, 24-28) or Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14.
Psalm — Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O
Lord (Psalm 84) or Psalm 128.
Second Reading — See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God
(1 John 3:1-2, 21-24) or Colossians 3:12-21 [12-17].
Gospel — The boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem,
but his parents did not know it. They found him in the
temple, in the midst of the teachers (Luke 2:41-52).

Monday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18
Tuesday: Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7;
Lk 2:16-21
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:29 — 3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-6; Jn 1:29-34
Friday: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Jn 1:35-42
Saturday: 1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-5; Jn 1:43-51
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13;
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POPE FRANCIS TWEET OF THE WEEK:

Ministry Schedule for XXX, 2015
Ministry Schedule for January 5-6, 2019

4:00 PM

8:00 AM

Altar Servers

Lector

Greeters

Eucharistic Ministers

None

Cindy Pillion

None

Dc Paul Kolodziej

Altar Servers

Lector

Greeters

Eucharistic Ministers

Emily Schroeder

Lynn Michels

Lynn Michels

Kathy Wilhelmi

Kathy Wilhelmi
10:00
AM

Altar Servers

Lector

Greeters

Eucharistic Ministers

Oscar Mancera

Dave Mikos

RE Students

Dc. Darrell Kelsey

Nomar Martin

Todd Bly

Christian Mikos

Kyle Hoffman

(and our apologies for those who have donated but do not appear on our list)...

December 19, 2018
Statement from the Diocese of Joliet
Regarding the Preliminary Findings of the Office of the Attorney General
On December 19, 2018, the Office of the Attorney General for the State of Illinois (“Attorney General”) released preliminary findings related to
its inquiry of the six Illinois Catholic dioceses and their policies for investigating and reporting clergy abuse.
The Attorney General’s preliminary report draws several aggregate conclusions for the six dioceses It is important to note that the Diocese of
Joliet has received no formal or informal indication from the Attorney General that we failed to adequately investigate any allegation of abuse
and/or report it to authorities. The Attorney General has also not informed the Diocese of Joliet of any inaccuracies or omissions in our files
that would prompt additions or corrections to the list of priests with credible allegations that is on our website.
The Diocese of Joliet created its first policy on clergy sexual abuse of minors in 1990, twelve (12) years before the Charter for the Protection of
Children and Young People (“Charter”) was published. The Diocese established its first independent Review Committee in 1993, which investigates all allegations of clergy sexual abuse of minors. The Review Committee is comprised of lay persons employed in the fields of medicine,
law, law enforcement and social service, as well as clergy members. Also, in 1993 the Diocese of Joliet established its first Pastoral Response
Team, which provides pastoral assistance to survivors. The path of healing and reconciliation is complicated and sometimes takes many years;
the Diocese of Joliet strives to treat survivors with compassion and empathy throughout this process and beyond.
The Diocese of Joliet expresses its genuine regret and profound sympathy to any victims and survivors of sexual abuse by clergy in the Diocese
of Joliet and elsewhere. We are committed to promoting the healing and reconciliation of survivors.
We encourage any interested party to visit the website for the Diocese of Joliet Office of Child & Youth Protection at http://
www.dioceseofjoliet.org/youthprotection. The website includes information regarding diocesan policies and procedures for working with
minors, directions for reporting abuse, and a list of all credible/substantiated allegations against any diocesan priest, which has been continually updated since its first publication in 2006.
The Diocese of Joliet commends the Office of the Attorney General for its diligent work and cooperative approach during this inquiry. We are
committed to continue working with state and local law enforcement officials to make every effort to protect young people.

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Feature-length Movie on Eternal
Word Television Network
(EWTN)
Are you searching for a way to grow in
faith while helping others? Then tune into
the “Our Faith in Action” movie.
The spirit and charism of a 400-year old French saint lives
on through the examples of charity by nearly 100,000 dedicated men and women of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.
The feature-length presentation “Our Faith in Action” tells
the spiritually uplifting, personal stories of our Vincentian
members in direct service with people in need across the
country.

Sunday, January 6 at 2:30 p.m. Central Time.
To find the EWTN station in your zip code – go to
www.ewtn.com/channelfinder
The St. Patrick’s Conference meets the first Monday of each
month at 6:30 pm in the first classroom in the back of the
Church Building. We assist our neighbors when they fall on
hard times by meeting with them and providing financial
and prayer support.
Please consider getting involved with St. Pat’s SVDP Conference contact Deacon Darrell Kelsey at deacondek@att.net.

. As our Lord calls
us to live as a Christian community, we
invite you to participate in the social life
of the parish by joining us at the event. A
free will offering for these services would
be appreciated. Much thanks to the
for sponsoring this event
next weekend.

31 Diciembre 2017: La Solemnidad de la Santa Familia
El primer domingo después de la Navidad celebramos la fiesta de la Sagrada Familia. Los latinos somos un pueblo muy unido en familia. Para nosotros
es más que un pequeño grupo compuesto de padre,
madre, hijos e hijas. La familia para nosotros los latinos es un conjunto grande de abuelos, abuelas, tíos,
tías, primos, primas, compadres, comadres, suegros,
suegras y otros más además del padre, la madre y los
hijos. Para los latinos una fiesta que celebra la familia de Jesús es la cosa más natural del mundo.
Extrañamente esta fiesta no es muy antigua. En
realidad es una celebración que data de comienzos
de la época moderna en el siglo XVII. Antes de estas fechas la familia de Jesús casi siempre era entendida como compuesta por Jesús, María y Ana (la
madre de María). Se daba por hecho que José estaba
por allí. Pero en el siglo XVII muchos perdieron sus
padres pues tenían que ir a las fábricas a trabajar.
Por eso el magisterio instituyó la conmemoración de
la Sagrada Familia de Jesús, María y José para recordar a los padres cristianos su deber ante sus hijos
y su esposa.
--Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co

12:00 p.m. los Lunes
7:00 p.m. los Miércoles
12:15 p.m. los Domingos

Todos los Viernes a las 7:00 p.m.
mos parte de la familia.
Las familias son el primer crisol en el que se prueba
y se fortalece el amor. Jesús mismo fue una de tres
personas que vivía a la sombra del otro. Esta familia,
como la nuestra, no siempre lo hacía todo bien ,
pero siempre trataba. Estos tres amateurs celebraban un día de fiesta, y uno de ellos se perdió. Los
otros dos se preocuparon bastante y se esforzaron
grandemente para encontrar al tercero, un niño después de todo, que siempre buscaba el significado de
su llamado. Encontró su vocación hacer la obra del
Padre pero también volvió a casa con sus padres.
Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.

EN EL HOGAR ESTÁ LA FAMILIA
La idea, el sueño y la realidad de lo que es familia es
tan fuerte y perdurable que lo usamos para describir
lo mejor de las relaciones humanas. Hablamos de
una familia de naciones, de nuestra familia eclesial y
parroquial. El mejor halago que podemos dar a un
amigo o amable anfitrión es decirle que nos sentimos como en casa con su compañía, que nos sentí

Primera lectura -- Ana entregó su hijo Samuel al
Señor, dejándolo en el templo de Siló (1 Samuel 1:2022, 24-28) o Sirácide 3:2-7, 12-14.
Salmo -- Señor, dichosos los que viven en tu casa
(Salmo 84 [83]) o Salmo 128(127).
Segunda lectura -- Somos hijos de Dios cuando
creemos en el nombre de su Hijo, Jesucristo (1 Juan
3:1-2, 21-24) o Colosenses 3:12-21 [12-17].
Evangelio -- José y María encuentran a Jesús perdido en el templo en medio de los maestros (Lucas
2:41-52).

Dios es un niño que ríe contigo.
Dios es un niño que llora, que llora por ti.
Dios es un niño que ama,
que te ama con corazón de niño
y con la fuerza de un Dios.
-- P. Mariano de Blas

Lunes: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Sal 96 (95):1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18
Martes: Nm 6:22-27; Sal 67 (66):2-3, 5, 6, 8;
Gál 4:4-7; Lc 2:16-21
Miércoles: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Sal 98 (97):1-4; Jn 1:19-28
Jueves: 1 Jn 2:29 -- 3:6; Sal 98 (97):1, 3cd-6;
Jn 1:29-34
Viernes: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Sal 98 (97):1, 7-9; Jn 1:35-42
Sábado: 1 Jn 3:11-21; Sal 100 (99):1b-5; Jn 1:43-51
Domingo: Is 60:1-6; Sal 72 (71):1-2, 7-8, 10-13;
Ef 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12

4:00 p.m. The Parishioners of St. Patrick’s Church
8:00 a.m. † Jon Krizek & Sponhold Families (Family)
10:00 a.m. † Alice Bagnell (Mary Masilak)
12:15 p.m. Intention of celebrant
5:30 p.m. En Español Familia Camargo/Jacobo (Family)
Because the Solemnity of Mary falls on a Tuesday,
this IS a Day of Obligation in 2019.
7:00 p.m. Vigil Mass in English Intention of celebrant

Jeanine Acuff, Joan Bannon,
Alejandra Becerra, Virginia
Borio, Ann Buldak, Darlene &
Ed Bull, Jr., Frank Butera, Mike
Chavez, Richard Delaney, Deacon Felix Dominguez, Richard
Duke, Russ Gable, Dan Green, Fran
Hakey, Don & Rich Jankowski, James
Johnston, Bianey Liera, Dan Maher, Sandy
Martinez, Lisa Nussbaum, Eleanor Orr,
Brenda Perez, Deacon Chuck Peterson,
John & Jean Roach, Enedina Salazar, Diane Schroeder, William Shega, Bernie
Spieler, Carolynn Tocwish, Teresa Trejo

9:00 a.m. In English Intention of celebrant
ADORATION CHAPEL OPEN MON-FRI 8:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M.
THE ROSARY IS PRAYED MONDAY-FRIDAY AT 12:00 NOON
AND THURSDAYS AFTER THE 7:30 A.M. MASS

7:30 a.m. Intention of celebrant
7:00 p.m. Misa en Español - Intention of celebrant
4:00 p.m. The Parishioners of St. Patrick’s Church
7:30 a.m. † Intention of celebrant
7:30 a.m. † Intention of celebrant
No Spanish Prayer Group - Círculo de Oración

8:00 a.m. Intention of Gino & Mary Lou Ciccotelli
(Don & Maria Jankowski)
10:00 a.m. † Louis Hernandez (Family)
12:15 p.m. † Samuel Garcia (Joel Garcia)

Please contact Lynn Michels at  (815) 729-4220, Jean
Roach at  (815) 729-4371 or Sue Ruettiger at  (815) 729-4497. Para dejar un mensaje sobre los enfermos o
difuntos de su familia, llame a la oficina al  (815) 727-4746 or email stpatrectory0710@sbcglobal.net .

@ In Memoriam @
January 1, 1998 - Rev. James Ratigan
January 1, 2001 - Deacon Donulus Mathiue, Sr.
January 1, 1993 - William Schuster
January 1, 2004 - Thomas Blackburn
January 1, 2015 - Lupita Garcia
January 2, 2001 - Deacon Donulus Mathieu
January 2, 2004 - Donald Dwyer
January 2, 2010 - Robert Markley
January 2, 2012 - Patricia Mainock

January 2, 2017 - John Buzinski
January 3, 1998 - Virginia Pellegrini
January 3, 2003 - Deacon Stephen Clancy
January 5, 2009 - Louis Hernandez
January 5, 2012 - Mary Haley
January 5, 2016 - Deacon Roger Schmith
January 6, 1996 - Helen Hayes
January 6, 2009 - Edward McCann
January 6, 2010 - Frances McNiff

