THE FIRST PARISH OF THE JOLIET DIOCESE (ESTABLISHED 1838)
710 WEST MARION STREET ~ JOLIET, IL 60436-1598
 (815) 727-4746 ~ FAX  (815) 727-4798 ~

December 16-17, 2017: 3rd Sunday of Advent
Come Celebrate Las Posadas with Us at St. Patrick’s
Church! Sunday - December 17th, Starting at 6:00 p.m.
On December 17th at 6:00 p.m., our Religious Education Children will be hosting a bilingual, one
night only Las Posadas service here at St. Patrick’s. Las Posadas (literally, “the inns”) commemorates
Mary & Joseph’s travels through Bethlehem, being rejected by one innkeeper after another until
they reach their stable, where our savior was born. Following the prayer service, we will be offering Mexican
hot chocolate, pastries and piñatas in the gymnasium.
All are invited to join us.
El 17 de Diciembre a las 6:00 p.m., nuestros estudiantes
de Educación Religiosa serán anfitriones de una noche
bilingüe de Las Posadas aquí en San Patricio. Las Posadas conmemoran el viaje de Mary & José en Belén y el
rechazo de los posaderos hasta que llegan a su establo,
donde nace nuestro salvador. Después de este servicio,
estaremos ofreciendo chocolate caliente, variedad de
postres y piñatas en el gimnasio. Todos están invitados.

Monday - Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Friday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Monday
12:00 p.m. in Spanish
Tuesday - Friday
7:30 a.m. in English
Wednesday
7:00 p.m. in Spanish
Saturday Vigil Mass
4:00 p.m. in English
Sunday Masses
8:00 & 10:00 a.m. in English
Sunday Mass in Spanish at 12:15 p.m. (During School Year)
12:15 p.m. Misa en Español por los Domingos Cuando Haya Clases
Monday - Friday

FIND US ON THE

8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
AT

Wednesdays
Saturdays

3:00 - 4:00 p.m. & 7:30 - 8:00 p.m.
3:15 - 3:45 p.m. or by appointment

Sunday Early Session
8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
Sunday Late Session
11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Tuesday Confirmation Classes 7:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.
Please call the Parish Office for more information. English baptisms
normally are held on the 3rd Saturday of the month at noon.
Please call the office before setting a date for your wedding. The
diocese requires a six month preparation prior to the wedding.
Call the Office if you know of someone in need of the Sacrament.

Contact the Parish Office before placing any obituary notices.
Registration Forms are located in the Parish Office or in Church.
OR ON

AT

As the Catholic Church views our Lord’s Nativity as the second most important liturgical season of the
year (Easter holding the first position), I would like to reflect on Christmas in what I call “pastel colors,”
as opposed to the vibrant ones used at our Lord’s resurrection. For Easter, we present the season with
trumpets blaring, with loud “Glorias,” with great pomp and circumstance as we should, for our Lord has
risen and our salvation has come, Alleluia! The buildup of the Christ story comes at Easter, whereas the
introduction of our Lord’s presence in the word serves in a much subtler way.
In my reflection, I envision a Christ entering into the world without fanfare or the shaking of the ground
and the tearing of the temple veil in two. In my reflection, the entrance of the Lord into the world appears to us in a much softer way, like God’s whisper to Samuel in a dream or God’s quiet voice to Elijah
on the mountain. In my reflection, I pray over the words of the Ninth Chapter of the prophet Isaiah, who
encourages the faithful to wait for this beautiful child to enter the world in order to bring serenity to a
beleaguered chosen people. Isaiah writes, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
Upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone...
For a child is born to us, a son is given us; upon his shoulder
dominion rests. They name him Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero,
Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast and forever peaceful, From David's throne, and over his kingdom, which
he confirms and sustains by judgment and justice, both now
and forever (Is 9: 1, 5b-6).”
And so we wait in the night for our Lord. We quietly reflect on
the importance of this entrance into the world, where our divine Lord assumes a human nature to be one like us so that
through that human nature we all find a way to salvation. Before we engage in all the secular traditions the season has to
offer, we pause in our schedule to focus on the sacred tradition
that presents us with an everlasting gift that will stay with us
long after we open our presents under the tree - God’s friendship in our lives.
Within this bulletin and in your Christmas Newsletter, you can
find the times of our services on December 24-25. I always encourage our faithful to consider attending our 4:30 p.m. Mass,
as it is less crowded than the 3:00 Mass and provides the family
an opportunity to give praise to God after an early dinner.
Please also remember that whatever you can do to help us
maintain our parish services would be much appreciated. It is
through your donations and support that we can provide what
we offer to the faithful. You are very much in our thoughts and
prayers this Advent and Christmas Season. Please remember to
keep us in yours. God Bless.

First Reading - As a garden makes its growth
spring up, so will GOD make justice spring up
before all the nations (Isaiah 61: l - 2a, 10-11).
Psalm - My soul rejoices in my God (Luke 1: 4650, 53-54).
Second Reading - Do not quench the Spirit. Do
not despise prophetic utterances. Test everything;
retain what is good (1Thessalonians5: 16-24).
Gospel - I am the voice of one crying out in the
desert, make straight the way of the Lord (John 1:
6-8, 19-28).

“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in
all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for
you” - 1 Th 5:16 -18 This scripture reading sums up
Stewardship. “Rejoice always” means place your trust
in God; He will provide all that you need. “Pray constantly” means prayer should be a running conversation with God throughout the whole day, every day.
“Give thanks in all circumstances” means even in bad
situations, thank God. Suffering a little bit helps
build empathy for others in similar situations.

Jer 23: 5-8; Ps 72; Mt 1: 18-25
Jgs 13: 2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71: 3-4a, 56ab, 16-17; Lk 1: 5-25
Wednesday: Is 7: 10-14; Ps 24: 1-6; Lk 1: 26-38
Thursday: Sg 2: 8-14 or Zep 3: 14-18a; Ps 33: 23, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1: 39-45
Friday:
1 Sm 1: 24-28; 1 Sm 2; Lk 1: 46-56
Saturday:
Mal 3: 1-4, 23-24; Ps 25: 4-5ab, 8-10,
14; Lk 1: 57-66
Sunday:
2 Sm 7: 1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89: 2-5,
27, 29; Rom 16: 25-27; Lk 1: 26-38
Monday:
Tuesday:

Time, Talent
and Treasure
THE COLLECTION FOR
NOVEMBER 18-19 WAS $4,989.60
NOVEMBER 25-26 WAS $4.155.66
DECEMBER 3-4 WAS $4,312.25
CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN
DEVELOPMENT WAS $437.00

Ministry Schedule for December 23-24, 2017
4:00 p.m.

Altar Servers

Senior

Lector

Greeter

Eucharistic Minister

Julian Jankowski

Maria Jankowski

Maria Jankowski

8:00 a.m.

Altar Servers

Lector

Greeter

Eucharistic Minister

Senior

Natalie Rios

Larry Lindholm

Lynn Michels

Kathy Wilhelmi

Kathy Wilhelmi
10:00 a.m.

Altar Servers

Lector

Greeter

Eucharistic Minister

Senior

Nomar Martin

Julie Dillenburg

Virginia Luna

Dc. Darrell Kelsey

Kurt Kambic

Bob Vergo

Maggie Becker

As I shared with you all last weekend at the Masses, about
forty-five of us throughout the country had the opportunity to share a ten-day experience in the Holy Land prior to
the violence and chaos that erupted in Middle East. At a
place where Jesus entered the world and departed from it
in silence and isolation, so pilgrims were able to experience
first-hand the steps Jesus took and the life he led for our
salvation.
Over the next couple of weeks, I
would like to take the opportunity to share a pictorial story
with all of you about this experience. To read the gospel stories
are one thing - to live them was
completely another. As I shared
with you at Masses last weekend
(and will do so again during Holy
Week), to wake up at 4:00 a.m. so
that we could walk the stations of
the cross on the Via Dolorosa (the
path that Jesus walked on the way to
his crucifixion) and then to celebrate
the Mass on the altar above the tomb
where
Jesus
was laid, to have the Franciscans at the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre drain the oil from the lamps
that stood on that altar, for them to bless it
and for me to anoint you all
with that oil at last weekend’s
Masses was important to me some way, I wanted this experience to benefit you, to make sure
that you were represented in the
Holy Land and then to bring that
experience back to you was important to me. To be able to get a
ridiculously discounted price on
blessed olive wood rosaries so that I
could distribute them to you during
the Masses and then to take the waters from the Sea of Galilee where we
sailed and place it in the baptismal
fonts by the entrances of our church was important to me
and hopefully was important to you. As I told you at the
Masses, every rosary we prayed, every Mass we celebrated
- you were mentioned as part of our prayers and we offered
many of our intentions in your name. I hope in my heart we
did you well and prayed for your well-being on this most
sacred trip. - Fr. Pete

This year, we will need to
replace two trees on our
campus at a cost of $500
each. If you would like to
sponsor this project in
honor of a loved one,
please contact the office
at  (815) 727-4746.
We also have been told that all of our trees
need to be injected with a special fertilizer into
their roots to reinvigorate the phloem (plant tissues) that have been weakened by years of neglect. This project will cost the parish over
$1,000. Again, if you can help us with this project, please contact the parish office.

We invite those who wish to participate to join us
in the dedication program by remembering a
loved one in a memorial dedicated on one of our
chapel seats ($500), a church pew ($2,500), a
classroom ($5,000) or even have a
building named in honor of your loved
one for $1,000,000!!! For more info,
contact the Office at  (815) 727-4746.

Spiritual Direction is time spent with a trained
listener. Someone who can help us better understand our own story and where God has been
present to us through the events of our lives. It is
through our Spirituality that we respond to that
love, as we reach out to those in need around us.
The true Director of our Spirituality is the Holy
Spirit; God himself. But a trained confidential ear
can be invaluable as we seek out the answers
that only God can provide. Have you ever wondered where God was in your day, your week , or
life? Have you ever tried to discern what God’s
plan for your life is? Have you ever tried to make
sense out of an event in your life, and ask why
did this happen? Spiritual Directors do not give
you the answers but help you experience the answers as the Holy Spirit reveals them to you.
Spiritual Directors meet with directees usually
once every four to six
weeks for about an hour.
A free will donation is
asked for each session,
but other arrangements
can be made. For further
information please contact Deacon Darrell Kelsey at  (708) 990-2689
or deacondek@att.net.

On December 17th (Sunday) at 1:30 p.m., we will be decorating
the inside of church. Scott Lockwood will provide the traditional “Christmas chili” for the event; we will also provide
other food and refreshment during the afternoon (also,
everyone is welcome to bring a plate to pass). Thanks for all
your help - I really appreciate you putting out the word about
these events! - Jim Smith, Maintenance

16-17 Diciembre 2017: Tercer Domingo del Adviento
El día 16 de diciembre comienza la Novena de
Aguinaldos en Colombia y otras partes de Latinoamérica. La novena consiste en 9 partes que se
repiten por 9 noches: 1 - Oración inicial 4 - Reflexión del día 2 - Oración Mariana 5 - Gozos 3 Oración de José 6 - Oración al Niño Jesús 7 - Un
Salmo 8 - Invocación final 9 - Villancicos (cantos
navideños) Los participantes buscan aguinaldo
(regalo). Para esto los colombianos tienen la costumbre de jugar “pajita en boca” buscando quien
no trae una pajita en boca. La persona que no pueda mostrar que trae pajita en boca tiene que dar
un regalo a quien lo descubrió. Los aguinaldos son
recuerdo del regalo que nos dio Dios en su Hijo
Jesús, prenda de su amor. Y si Dios nos da un aguinaldo tan grande es porque Dios no tiene pajita en
boca cuando nos dice que nos ama. En el corazón
de la Novena está el refrán de Gozos: Dulce Jesús
mío I mi niño adorado ven a nuestras almas I ven
no tardes tanto. Muy buen mensaje para el Adviento. - Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.
¡Isaías realmente nos proclama una buena nueva!
La venida del Señor no trae tristeza, culpa, miedo,
ira ni condena. No, la venida del Señor es fuente de
júbilo y consuelo. No basta con decirlo una vez,
las lecturas de hoy están llenas de júbilo. El Magníficat de María reemplaza a nuestro salmo hoy y
nuestra segunda lectura nos anima a alegrarnos,
dar gracia y rendir alabanza. Este es el significado

Primera Lectura - Regocíjense en el Espíritu del
Señor que nos trae buenas noticias (Isaías 61: l 2a, 10-11).
Salmo - Se alegra mi espíritu en Dios mi Salvador
(Lc 1: 46-50, 53-54).
Segunda Lectura - ¡Alégrense! ¡Conserven su integri−dad en el Espíritu y guárdense sin mancha
hasta la veni−da del Señor (1 Tes 5: 16-24)!
Evangelio - Cuando preguntan a Juan Bautista
quien es, dice, “Soy la voz que grita en el desierto” (Juan 1: 6-8, 19-28).

7:00 p.m. por los Miércoles
12:15 p.m. Misa en Español
por los Domingos Cuando Haya Clases

Todos los Viernes a las 7:00 p.m.
principal de la palabra griega para eucaristía. Se
nos insta a alegrarnos y dar gracias, porque la venida del Señor trae jubilo, curación, libertad, perdón y vindicación. ¡Hace que la tierra eche brotes
de vida nueva! buenos noticias!
Copyright © J S. Paluch Co., Inc.
“Alégrense siempre, oren constantemente, den gracias en
todas las circunstancias; porque esta es la voluntad de Dios
en Cristo Jesús para vosotros.” - 1 Tes 5: 16- 18
Esta lectura de las escrituras resume la corresponsabilidad. “Alégrense siempre” significa poner tu
confianza en Dios; Él te proporcionará todo lo que
necesites. “Orar constantemente” significa que la
oración debe ser una conversación corriente con
Dios durante todo el día, todos los días. “Dar gracias en todas las circunstancias” significa incluso
en las malas situaciones, dar gracias a Dios. Sufrir
un poco ayuda a generar empatía para con los demás en situaciones similares.

Jer 23: 5-8; Sal 72 (71); Mt 1: 18-25
Jue 13: 2-7, 24-25a; Sal 71 (70): 3-4a, 56ab, 16-17; Lc 1: 5-25
Miércoles: Is 7: 10-14; Sal 24 (23); Lc 1: 26-38
Jueves:
Cant 2: 8-14 o Sof 3: 14-18a; Sal 33 (32):
2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lc 1: 39-45
Viernes:
1 Sm 1: 24-28; 1 Sm 2: 1-8; Lc 1: 46-56
Sábado:
Mal 3: 1-4, 23-24; Sal 25 (24): 4-5ab, 810, 14; Lc 1: 57-66
Domingo: 2 Sm 7: 1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Sal 89 (88): 2
-5, 27, 29; Rom 16: 25-27; Lc 1: 26-38

Lunes:
Martes:

J.D. BROWN & CO.
Brian or Sally, coordinators

Proudly Serving
St. Patricks Parishioners

SERVING WILL COUNTY SINCE 1844

Pharmacy/Medical Supplies
837 PLAINFIELD ROAD
JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60435
CST 2117990-70
815-723-0611
www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

860.399.1785

an Official Travel
Agency of Apostleship
of the Sea-USA

2320 Black Road, Joliet

815-744-0022

Full Time - Personalized
Real Estate Service

Group Health Insurance
Business, Home, Auto, Life,
and Bonds.
Jeff Thompson • Jodi Freeman

815/725-1700
815/954-0233

815-744-0111
www.northernins.com

BOB VERGO

350 Houbolt Rd., Joliet

Parishioner

BLACKBURN • GIEGERICH • SONNTAG
FUNERAL HOME
Serving the Community Since 1929
Family-Owned & Operated
Cremation Service Options
Advanced Funeral Planning
Grief Recovery

One Joliet Location
to Serve You
1515 West Jefferson
Street

1500 BLACK ROAD, JOLIET, IL 60435
815-744-4444 • FAX: 815-744-4446

Kathy Giegerich • www.bgsfuneralhome.com

ST. JOSEPH ACADEMY
Personalized Education
Elementary school-Daily Mass
Montessori Pre-school/K

815-723-4567
310 N. Ottawa, Joliet

TRITAN PLUMBING
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
“For All Your Plumbing Needs”
Water Heater Installation 10% Off w/ad

815-630-1024
LIC #055-043283

The Most Complete Online National
Directory of Catholic Parishes

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!
ADLER
ROOFING

Call Today!

Symbol of Quality
Since 1926

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

773-1200

BOB MARTIN ED THE PLUMBER If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch! Saint Margaret
AUTO SALES ED THE CARPENTER 24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
Sunday Missal
Quality Used Cars & Trucks

FINANCING AVAILABLE

2 Locations
To Serve You
501 E. Cass St.
727-1128
725 W. Jefferson St. 723-0027
Joliet, IL
000658 St Patrick Church

✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police
FREE Shipping • FREE Activation
✔Fire
Satisfaction Guaranteed As ✔Friends/Family
NO Long Term Contracts
SPECIAL OFFER: FREE LIFEWatch

$1a Day!

Best Work • Best Rate

We Do All Our Own Work
Lic# 055-026066

$$ Parishioner Discount $$

Shoppers Tote with your order

An ideal companion
for personal prayer.
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.

CALL OR ORDER ONLINE. $39.95
CALL
NOW!

800.393.9954

815-254-1444

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com
www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

12:00 p.m. Bautismos en Español
4:00 p.m. † Hugh McPartlan (Family & Friends)
8:00 a.m.

Gray, Michels & Ernst Families
(Lynn Michels)
10:00 a.m. † William J. Fisher (Family)
12:15 p.m. Los Feligreses de San Patricio
ADORATION CHAPEL OPEN MON-FRI 8:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M.
THE ROSARY IS PRAYED MONDAY-FRIDAY AT 12:00 NOON
AND THURSDAYS AFTER THE 7:30 A.M. MASS

Jeanine Acuff, Joan Bannon, Alejandra
Becerra, Virginia Borio, Anne Buldak,
Frank Butera, Mae Delaney, Bernice
Demmick, Richard Duke, Ray Fenili,
Russ Gable, Dan Green, Fran Hakey,
Don, Dolores & Rich Jankowski, Kathy
Kelly, Bianey Liera, Duc Long Andrea Magosky,
Dan Maher, Sandy Martinez, Christine McKitrick, Gioan Nguyen, Deborah Nobles, Lisa Nussbaum, Shannon Pash, Eleanor Orr, Brenda Perez,
Jack & Mary Lou Querio, John & Jean Roach,
Enedina Salazar, Leticia Salinas, Diane Schroeder,
William Shega, Bernie Spieler, Scott Stackulak &
Anna Supinski.

12:00 p.m. Spanish Mass † Msgr. John Desmond
7:30 a.m. Birthday of Sergio Morales (Siliva Chavez)
7:30 a.m. † Msgr. Peter Seidl
7:00 p.m. Spanish Mass Los Cumpleanos de Nicolas
Camargo & Maria Mascote (Fam Camargo)
7:30 a.m. † Bishop Raymond Vonesch
7:30 a.m. † Rev. George Klepec
7:00 p.m. Spanish Holy Hour - Círculo de Oración
you would like to be
included as part of our Saint Patrick Prayer Line
Link, please contact the Parish Office  (815) 7274746. Para dejar un mensaje sobre los enfermos o
difuntos, llame a la oficina  (815) 727-4746 o email
stpatrectory0710@sbcglobal.net .

12:00 p.m. Baptisms in English
4:00 p.m. The Parishioners of St. Patrick’s Church
8:00 a.m. † Edwin Bull Sr.
10:00 a.m. Jack Chavez (Family)
12:00 p.m. † Ernesto y Concetta Mazzulla
3:00 p.m. † Rob Phillips (Mary Phillips)
4:30 p.m. † Zaira Jankowski
10:00 p.m. Intentions of Fr. Pete

8:00 a.m. † Mary Sitar
10:00 a.m. The Parishioners of St. Patrick’s Church
12:00 p.m. † Alma Zamudio (Familia)

@ In Memoriam @
December 18, 2015 - Joan Nugent
December 19, 1999 - Ann Borgra
December 19, 2001 - Eloise Crowther
December 21, 2000 - Rev. Joseph Kilas
December 21, 2009 - Vince Tracy
December 21, 2011 - Joseph Chavez
December 22, 2016 - Louise Kubinski
December 22, 2015 - Most Rev. Joseph Imesch
Third Bishop of the Joliet Diocese
December 23, 1998 - Rev. Michael Foley
December 23, 2000 - Deacon Robert Pellack
December 23, 2002 - Rev. George O’Keefe, OCarm

December 23, 2006 - Rev. Salvatore Formusa
December 23, 2002 - Raymond Allgeier
December 23, 2013 - Virginia Maffeo
December 23, 2015 - Sheryl Orr
December 24, 1994 - Helen McCabe
December 24, 1997 - Albert Snyder, Sr.
December 24, 2002 - Dorothy Collofello
December 24, 2004 - Edward Cindrich
December 24, 2004 - Rob Phillips
December 24, 2010 - Evan Lysaght
Those who wish to hold the fortress of contemplation must first
of all train in the camp of action. - Pope St Gregory the Great

