


News and Views from St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
By Your Pastor, Fr. Pete Jankowski

THE CHRISTMAS ORANGE

From a Web Posting. Please write me at
pjankowski@yahoo.com with your entries

One December night a man came home late to find a small paper bag on his porch. The sack was deco-
rated in a festive motif, tied up with jute twine, and a piece of rolled paper was attached to the outside.
Inside the house, he untied the bag and removed the roll of paper. In the bag he found two oranges and
on the paper was written the following story:

Jake lived in an orphanage with nine other young boys. Times were hard, especially in the wintertime
when any extra money went for coal to heat the old buildings. At Christmas, each boy received a special
gift - a sweet, juicy orange. It was the only time of the year such a rare treat was provided. How the boys
looked forward to that orange! It was coveted like nothing else they ever received.

Each boy would save his orange for several days, admiring it, feeling it, smelling it, and contemplating
the moment he would eat it. Some would even save it until New Year's Day or later, much like many of
us relish saving our Christmas trees and decorations until New Year's just to remind us of the joy of
Christmas.

This particular Christmas Day, Jake had started a fight. As punishment for breaking the rules, the or-
phanage's mother told him that he would not be receiving his orange. Jake spent Christmas Day empty
and alone. Nighttime came and Jake went to bed, but could not sleep. Silently, he sobbed into his pillow.
This year he would not have an orange to savor like all the other boys.

Jake was startled when a small, soft hand was placed on his shoulder. As he sat up, he felt an object be-
ing quickly shoved into his hands. The child then disappeared into the dark. Jake looked down to find
an odd-shaped gift crudely wrapped in a piece of cloth. To his amazement, he discovered a strange look-
ing orange...an orange made from segments of nine other oranges...nine highly prized oranges that had to
be eaten that Christmas night, instead of saved, admired and cherished until a later date. Welling up
with tears of joy and thankfulness for all of his friends there at the orphanage, he sat back on his bed and
enjoyed his orange, as he had never before. At this wonderful Holiday time and always, may the orange
remind us to love one another with our whole heart and take care of those less fortunate.

May God Bless All of You.

PS  Please note that as the office continues to be closed until January 4th at 8:30 a.m., our St. Vincent
de Paul Hotline and Food Pantry never sleeps and will continue to serve our people in need. In
addition, please feel free to call my extension at the parish (#41) if there is an emergency within
your family and you are seeking God’s grace through the sacraments.

Gloria Dei Vivens Homo (The Glory of God is Living in Man)
- St. Irenaeus of Lyons




The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

Saturday, December 26th: St. Stephen, Deacon & First Martyr
4:30 p.m. 1 Kathleen Jewell (Sheila Kelly)

Sunday, December 27th

8:00 am. The Parishioners of St. Patrick’s Church

10:00 am. tRaymond & Eugene Gleason (Family)

12:00 p.m.  Magdalena Magafia (Hernando M. Ochoa)

Monday, December 28th: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
7:30am. 1 Phyllis De Shong (Family)

Tuesday, December 29th: St. Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr
7:30am. tJean Krynicki (The Catholic Women’s League)

Wednesday, December 30th: Sixth Day in the Octave of Christmas
9:00 am. fJohn Ruettiger (Family)

Thursday, December 3lst: St. Sylvester I, Pope
7:30 am. tMarjorie Pennock (Fr. Pete)

The Assumption of our Blessed Mother (Vigil)
4:30 p.m. t Bishop Raymond Vonesch (Fr. Pete)

(The Holy Family of Nazareth) ‘radiates genuine
love and charity, not only creating an eloquent ex-

6:00 p.m. (Spanish) t Bishop Roger Kaffer (Fr. Pete ample for all families, but “15? off em:ng the gudran-
Friday, January Ist: Solemnity of Mary (Day) tee that such love can be achieved in every family
9:00 am. T Alice Bagnell (Mary Masilak)® T unit.” - Pope John Paul I1

The Epiphany of Our Lord

Saturday, January 2nd: Ss. Basil & Gregory of Nazianzen

4:30 pm. 1 Dorothy Dinges (Audrey Hornicak)

Sunday, January 3rd

8:00 am. The Parishioners of St. Patrick’s Church

10:00 am. t Bill & Sean Mulcahy (Bill Mulcahy)

12:00 p.m. T Daniel Aguirre y Alfredo Aguirre, jr. (Alfredo Aguirre, sr.)

Please Note: The Parish Offices will be closed at 12:00 noon
on December 23rd and will reopen on Monday, January 4.

The Food Pantry will remain open on Mondays during the
break. Have a Safe and Blessed New Year!

W In Memoriam "

December 24, 2004 - Rob Phillips December 30, 2000 - Marcella Sievert
December 28,1994 - Guy Newberry January 01,1993 - William Schuster
December 28,1994 - Evelyn Kirincic January 01, 2004 - Thomas Blackburn
December 28, 2007 - Edward Legan January 02, 2004 - Donald Dwyer
December 29,1996 - Kathleen Jewell January 03,1998 - Virginia Pellegrini

December 29, 2002 - Anne Skorupa
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..around the Parish

Ministry Appeal Update

Target Goal: $33,596
Total Pledged: $19,968

Percentage Towards Goal: 59%

Thanks to those who help support

the programs of our diocese
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Parish Calendar at a Glance

12/28 Mon 7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. Morning Mass

Church 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

School Christmas Vacation

12/29  Tue 7:30 am. - 8:00 a.m. Morning Mass
School Christmas Vacation

12/30  Wed 7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m. Morning Mass
School Christmas Vacation

12/31  Thu 7:30 am. - 8:00 a.m. Morning Mass

4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Vigil of the
Solemnity of Mary - English

6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Vigil of the
Solemnity of Mary - Spanish
Church 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Spanish Prayer Group

School Christmas Vacation

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Blessed Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God

School Christmas Vacation

1/1 Fri

1/2 Sat 3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Confessions
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Saturday Mass
School Christmas Vacation

1/3 Sun 3:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Confessions
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Saturday Mass
School Christmas Vacation

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. Sunday Mass

8:30 am. - 9:45 am.

Religious Education Classes

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Sunday Mass
12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Spanish Mass Misa en Espatiol
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Gym -

Men's Basketball Group

School Christmas Vacation

School Gym Closure: Dec 28-31
Due to scheduled and mandated diocesan repairs , we will
be closing our school gym from December 28-31. All key
cards will be deactivated during that time and all gym
activities will be suspended. Thanks in advance for your
understanding.
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.inour service to Christ and His Church

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading - Hannah gives her son Samuel
back to the LORD, leaving him in the temple at
Shiloh (1 Samuel 1: 20-22, 24-28)
Psalm - Blessed are they who dwell in your house,
O Lord (Psalm 84)
Second Reading - We are children of God when
we believe in the name of Jesus Christ, and love
one another (1]n 3:1-2,21-24)
Gospel - Joseph and Mary find the lost Jesus in
the temple in the midst of the teachers, listening
to them and asking questions (Luke 2: 41-52).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 1Jnl:5—2:2; Mt 2:13-18

Tuesday: 1Jn 2:3-11; Lk 2: 22-35

Wednesday: 1]n 2:12-17; Lk 2: 36-40

Thursday: ~ 1Jn2:18-21;Jn1:1-18

Friday: Nm 6: 22-27; Ps 67: Gal 4: 4-7; Lk 2:
16-21

Saturday: 1Jn2:22-28;Jn1:19-28

Sunday: Is 60: 1-6; Ps 72; Eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6;

Mt 2: 1-12

Ministry Schedule for December 31, 2009 - January 1, 2010

4:30 p.m. Altar Servers Lector Greeter Eucharistic Minister
Senior Charlie Workman | Tammy Cleary Scott Lockwood - Front Pete Sartori
Brian Ward Ana Lockwood - East Linda Sartori
Lily Cleary Esther Caudillo - West Cindy Harvey
9:00 a.m. Altar Servers Lector Greeter Eucharistic Minister
Senior Joe Maier John Halbur Ellen Burch - Front John Shea
Meg Spesia Joan Bannon - East Lynette Shea
Tim Spesia Joe Bannon - West Betsy Lindholm
Ministry Schedule for January 2-3, 2010
4:30 p.m. Altar Servers Lector Greeter Euch. Minister
Senior  |Elizabeth Lockwood| Tammy Cleary Scott Lockwood - Main Pat McShane
Lilly Cleary Ana Lockwood - Main Betsy Lindholm
Joe Maier Helen Gourley - West Larry Lindholm
Pat Blotnik - East
8:00 a.m. Altar Servers Lector Greeter Euch. Minister
Senior Brian Ward Jack Krynicki Mary Lou Ciccotelli - Main John Shea
Bert Vertin Virginia Garvey - Main Lynette Shea
Kaitlyn McPartlin Kathy Wilhelmi - West Jack Querio
John Roach - East
10:00 a.m. Altar Servers Lector Greeter Euch. Minister
Senior Gillion Machota Darrell Kelsey Joe Bannon - Main Bob Vergo
Kathy Becerra Joan Bannon - Main Ellen Seeman
Noel Gurrola James Johnston - East Virginia Borio

Carol Johnston - West




St. Patrick’s

Catholic Church

A Community of Faith Since 1838
710 West Marion Street ~ Joliet, IL 60436-1598
(815) 727-4746 -~ fax (815) 727-4798 ~ www.stpatsjoliet.com

December 26-27: Cbe Poly Samtlv of Jesus, Mary & ]osepb

Rev. Peter G. Jankowski
Pastor, St. Patrick’s Church

Rev. James M. Lennon
Pastor Emeritus

Deacon Paul Kolodziej

Pastoral Associate Christ where I lie, Christ where I sit,
Deacon Charles Peterson Christwherel arise.
Julie Dillenburg
Director, Religious Education Christ in the heart of everyone
Alicia Tocwish ) .
Parish Secretary who thinks of me;
Christ in the mouth of

James Smith
Maintenance

St. Patrick’s School
110 Willow Avenue, Joliet
(815) 726-2924

Dr. Lonnie Hughes
School Principal

Marta Pierluissi
School Secretary

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 noon

The Sacrament of the Most Holy Eucharist

Monday - Friday 7:30 am.
Tuesday School Mass ~ 8:35 am.
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:30 p.m.

Sunday Masses 8:00 & 10:00 am.
Sunday Mass in Spanish 12:00 p.m.

Holy Day Masses

Vigil Mass 7:00 pm.

Holy Day Mass 7:30 am.

Mass in Spanish 5:30 p.m.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays 3:30 - 4:15 p.m. or by appointment

Religious Education (Kindergarten - 8" Grade)
Meets on Sundays 8:30 am. - 9:45 am.

The Sacrament of Baptism
Please call the Parish Center for more information. Bap-
tisms are held on the 2nd Saturday of the month at noon.

Christ with me, Christ before me,
Christ behind me, Christ in me.
Christ beneath me, Christ above me.
Christ onmy right hand, Christ on my left,

everyone who speaks to me.
Christ in every eye that sees me;
Christ in every ear that hears me.
Salvation is of the Lord; salvation is of Christ.
May your salvation, O Lord, be ever with us.

~ The Breastplate of St. Patrick

The Catechumenate - RCIA

Any adult interested in becoming a Catholic should contact the
Parish Office for information concerning the Rite of Christian
Initiation for Adults.

The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony (Marriage)

Couples are asked to call the office before setting a date for their
wedding or making other commitments. The Diocese of Joliet
requires a minimum preparation time of six months between the
first conference and the wedding.

The Sacrament (Anointing) of the Sick

Civil law prohibits a priest from visiting the infirm without prior
permission. Please contact the Parish Office if anyone in your
family is in need of the Sacrament. St. Patrick’s Church offers
two special Anointing of the Sick Masses each year.

Funerals
Please make the arrangements with the Parish Office before
placing any obituary notice in the newspaper.

Parish Membership
Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Church! Registration forms
can be found in the Parish Office.




27 de diciembre de 2009: La Sagrada Familia de Jests, Maria y José

TRADICIONES DE NUESTRA FE

FAMILIA EN CRISIS El Evangelio de hoy nos
ofrece la tnica verdadera ojeada a la vida de la
Sagrada Familia durante la nifez de Jests. Aqui
vemos a una familia en crisis. El hijo se ha perdido
y, frenéticos, los padres buscan y buscan hasta
que al final lo encuentran. Escuchamos a la madre
de Jestis decir: “Hijo mio, ¢por qué te has portado
asi con nosotros? Tu padre y yo te hemos estado
buscando, llenos de angustia” (Lucas 2:48).
Apenas logramos imaginar la angustia que Maria
y José sintieron. El amor por su hijo casi los saca
de quicio. Aprovechemos esta oportunidad hoy
para pedir a la Santisima Virgen Maria y a san
José que intercedan por nosotros cuando nuestras

familias estén pasando por ansiedades y temores.
Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

29 de diciembre Tomas Becket se distingui6 por
su inteligencia y rapido ascenso durante el
reinado de Enrique II de Inglaterra. Como
canciller, en ausencia del rey, estuvo al mando del
reino. No obstante, Enrique II era ambicioso y
queria a la Iglesia bajo su dominio, fue por eso que
le nombr6 como Arzobispo de Canterbury en
1162. Sin embargo, Tomas cambio radicalmente:
renuncio a la cancilleria, vendio su mansion, dio el
dinero a los pobres y se fue a un monasterio
viviendo humildemente. Se opuso ptblicamente al
rey y a sus intenciones de sometimiento de la
Iglesia hasta que el mismo rey lo amenaz6 con la
muerte, razon por la que se expatri6 a Francia.
Luego de una reconciliacion temporal, el rey

Se les pide a las familias que llamen a la
oficina antes de fijar una fecha para una
Quinceanera o hacer otros arreglos u
COmMpromisos

La Misa en Esparioles aladoce
de la tarde (el mediodia) todos los
Domingos.

La Misa de Ia Fiesta de Maria
Madre de Dios, Sera el 31 de
Diciembre a las 6:00 p.m.

expreso su deseo de librarse del arzobispo y envio
a una guardia real a que lo asesinaran, hecho que
ocurrio en el altar mayor de la catedral mientras
Tomas Becket celebraba la Eucaristia. Sus tltimas
palabras fueron: “Acepto la muerte en el nombre
de Jesus y de la Iglesia™.

-Miguel Arias, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.

EL NOMBRE DE DIOS Madre es el nombre de
Dios en los labios y corazones de los nifios
pﬁql.lﬁﬁOS. -William Makepeace Thackeray

HABLA BIEN Habla bien de la gente y nunca
tendras que Susurrar. -Anonimo

LECTURAS DE HOY

Primera lectura - Ana entreg6 su hijo Samuel al
Senor, dejandolo en el templo de Silo: “Toda su
vida, él esta cedido a Yavé” (1 Sam 1:20-22, 24-28)
Salmo - Senor, dichosos los que viven en tu casa
(Salmo 84 [83])

Segunda lectura - Somos hijos de Dios cuando
creemos en el nombre de su Hijo (1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24)
Evangelio - José y Maria encuentran a Jesus
perdido en el templo en medio de los maestros,

escuchando y haciendo preguntas (Lucas 2:41-
52).

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA

Lunes: 1Jn1:5-2:2; Mt 2:13-18

Martes: 1Jn 2:3-11; Lc 2:22-35

Miércoles:  1]Jn 2:12-17; Lc 2:36-40

Jueves: 1Jn 2:18-21; Jn L:1-18

Viernes: Nuam 6:22-27; Sal 67 (66); Ga 4:4-7;
Lc2:16-21

Sabado: 1Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28

Domingo: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72 (71); Ef 3:2-3a, 5-6;

Mt 2:1-12
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